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King receives calls from Algerian 
president, Saudi crown prince 

iXaffiON (Peon) — His Majesty King Hussein 
M^y lexntd a telephone call from Algerian Presi- 
dtbit Uanrine Zeroual congratulating him un his recov- 
ery, and return home. President Zeroual also con , *nuulat- 
vedihe King on the occasion of *Eid A1 Fiir. wislSnc him 
•faonunued good health and happiness and the Joidmian 
^jeopTe further progress and prosperity. The Kine 
thanked President Zeroual and congratulated him on the 
13d On Sunday night, the King received a telephone 
coll from Crown Prince Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz of 
Saudi Arabia who congratulated him on his recovery 
and expressed good wishes on the ‘Eid King Hussein 
voiced his good wishes to the prince, continued aoud 
health for King Fahd and further progress and prosperi- 
ty ftmbe Saudi Arabian people. 
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Belgrade expels top OSCE 
official in Kosovo 

BELGRADE (AFP) — The Yugoslav government on 
Monday declared the head of the international truce- 
monitoring team in Kosovo to be persona non grata 
and ordered him to lea\e ihe country in 4S hours. The 
announcement, in a communique released on Tanjug 
news agency, came amid growing international anger 
at a massacre in Kosovo last Friday that left around 45 
ethnic .Albanians dead. The statement said the 
Yugoslav gov eminent had ‘ examined the activities of 
William Walker, head of the Kosovo Verification Mis- 
sion of the OSCE, and determined that they were in 
flagrant contradiction with the arrangements of the 
OSCE Mission agreement” (see earlier stories on 
page 5). 
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Crown Prince 
congratulates 
Turkish PM on £ Eid 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
gcyal Highness Grown Prince 
Hassan. die Regent, on Mon- 
day received a phone call from 
Tiakfah Prime Minister Bulent 
Bocvil, - with whom he 
exchanged congratulations on 
die occasion of ‘Ed AJ Fitr. 
He Turkish prime minister 
vdeed his hairiness for His 
Majesty King Hussein's recov- 
ery and safe return home. 
Pnnce Hassan congratulated 
the Turkish {vernier on the for- 
imtjon of ha new cabineL 

Dutch to hear El A I 
crash testimony 
next week 


AMSTERDAM (R ) — Public 
tarings into the crash of an-El 
Al caigp plane into a densely 
populated Amsterdam suburb 
kt 1992 are to start on Jan. 27. 
a parliamentary committee set 
up to look into the accident 
said on Monday. The hearings 
mark the culmination of a four- 
month inquiry started in Octo- 
ber to unravel the riddle of the 
aircraft's load. Dutch newspa- 
pers have said the plane. which 
r>. luJcr- lultfcij. . . .ploughed through a tower 
i irt & Mode in Bijlmer, was carrying 
tngnedients used in making 
sarin nerve gas. At least 50 
people were Wiled in the crash. 
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CIA to return 
missing East 
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BONN (R) — The United 
-States will return to Germany 
Jtragn intelligence files from 
the former communist East 
Germany believed to include 
lists of the names of agents 
who sped for East Berlin, the 
government said on Monday. 
The files were bought by U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) agents nearly 10 years 
ago in the chaotic aftermath of 
the fall of the Berlin Wall. The 
announcement follows news 
. that the German government's 
Gaucfc agency, which is charge 
of secret police archives, had 
errcked the code used by East 
German spy chiefs, which 
could lead to new arrests of 
cold war spies. 

Norway to drop 
charges against ex- 
Mossad agent , 

OSLO lAP) — The Mossad 
agent suspected of Ieading^an 
kadi hit team that murdered 
the wrong man in 1973 will 
probably never face trial in 
Noway due to lack of evi- 
dence, the Oslo state's attorney 
said Monday. On July 21, 
1973. Moroccan waiter 
Ahmad Bouchikhi was shot 
and lolled as he returned from 
_ J 6 movies with his pregnant 
iicJ ^ " "frwegian wife in the town of 
\ |t jrr v ' r bMimTiiner. A small Israeli 
jil$ assassination team apparently 
%.:• J 7, ‘ ;;>ir ‘ “tistock Bouchikhi for Hassan 
a PLO intelligence 
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of master- 
“snefing fee killing of II 
athletes at the 1972 
Mtmich Olympics. Five men 
lden tified as Moaad agents 
serVfi d brief prison toms for 
r ? fi tfer befcro they were par- 
*ned. 

London denies 


® lte rvention in 
Leone 

"’W!S®0N (AFP) 
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King returns today 

Prince Abdullah congratulates 
Jordanians on King's return 


By Caroline Fany 


AMMAN — Rain or .shine, 
more than one million Joniini- 
un.N are expected !»;> hit lit 
streets today to welcome His 
Majesty King Hussein hack 
home to Jordtin after a six- 
iiKHith absence. 

i 1 ie reiui mw i«ie arrangen tills 
lor celebrating the King’s 
arrival at ;u\HUtd 3:UU pare were 
nciirine aimpieuon Monday 
1l»r the long-awaited moment 
between the leader and his (»> 
pie. 

During his late night tuur uf 
.sites prepared for the event. 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh described the mood 
in the country as highly emo- 
tional. adding that it was an 
exciting moment, especially 
after such an extended absence. 

"Everybody has waited too 
long to receive HLs Majesty- 
back in Amman in good health, 
and that’s the most important 
thing." said Tumwneh. 

“HLs Majesty, as always, has 
been a warrior and a believer, 
and we thank God that he Is 
coming back in good health ro 
resume his work as our leader." 
tiic premier added. 

Stressed how the King has 
followed up closely on all 
developments while undergo- 
ing treatment for non- 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma in the 
U.S.. Tarawneb said, “Even 
during the King’s treatment by 
chemotherapy, he was on top of 
everything." 

’He was in direct contact with 
HRR Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent and myself, and all 
the institutions in Jordan, and 
fulfilling his role as the coun- 
try’s leader,” the premier said. 

“Bui now' His Majesty is back 
in Jordan, and that will definite- 
ly change the whole picture and 
the whole mood of the people 
because everyone is overjeryed 
and very optimistic” the prime 


minister said. 

Asked about the cuniprdicn- 
xjve changes thar the King is 
expected to make before return- 
ing in March to the U.S. for 
medicai check-ups, Tarawneh 
responded, “i think His Majesty 
was very deceive about tkit in 
his official remarks that were 
issued in a statement hie Sun- 
day." 

The premier was referring to 
a statement Issued by the Royal 
Court wherein King Hussein 
denied news reports alleging 
that he had reachol agreements 
witii U.S. officials while in 
\Vas/iinglon on sweeping 
reforms that would determine 
the future of Jordan and its lead- 
ership. 

"There are some political and 
economic issues that the King is 
expected to tackle, in addition 
to some regional issues," he 
told journalists Monday 
evening. 

Asked to comment on the 
issue of succession raised 
recently by the media. 
Tarawneh said “As ‘the King 
has staled he is the only one to 
decide on such issues; he was 
very clear in Sunday's letter." 

The King addressed the 
nation Saturday in a televised 
speech from London where he 
has been recuperating. 

The King announced he 
would initiate a programme of 
sw eeping reforms with the "ini- 
tiative, resolve, detemiinanon 
and strength that you have 
always known in me.” 

Commenting on possible 
reform measures, a university 
professor told AFP Sunday that 
the country's current economic 
crisis would make the "struggle 
against corruption more of a 
priority' than even" 

As for public reaction to new 
measures, the professor said 
“Jordanians are ready to live 
modestly as long as their coun- 
try is ran by trustworthy offi- 


AMMAN tJ.T.t — His Royal Highness Prince Ab dullah on Mon- 
day congratulated the Jordanian people on His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s recovery and imminent return home. In a telephone inter- 
view with Jordan Television, Prince Abdullah thanked God for 
King Hussein's recovery and safe return. The Prince sakl words 
cannot reflect the immense joy all Jordanians feel as they await the 
King’s arrival. He said the last several months have been very dif- 
ficult and have taken a heavy toll on all Jordanians. “Every hour 
was as heavy as a day, and every day was as heavy as a month," 
said Prince Abdullah, who added that “we prayed to God for the 
King’s recovery." 


cials who don’t fill their pockets 
with cash from the treasury ." 

The country’s celebrations, to 
include fireworks displays are 
expected to end on Thursday 
with a procession of around 500 
flower-covered cars passing 
through the streets of the capi- 
tal. Aerial displays, military' 
parades dancing troupes and 
poetry recitals are also pan of 
the planned festivities. 

Other govemcrotes are hold- 
ing similar celebrations which 
also coincide with the country's 
observance of ‘Eid Al Fitr, 
marking the end of the Holy 
Month of Ramadan. 

The King will pilot his plane, 
escorted by military aircraft, 
into Marita military' airport, 
where he will be greeted by 
Royal family members minis- 
ters, parliament members, and 
Arab and foreign dignitaries. 

Reports from the gover- 
norates say that people have 
already started celebrating the 
King's return with national 
songs and dabkeh dances in the 
streets and public squares. 

Governors have made 
arrangements for transporting 
thousands of people to and 
from Amman to take pan in the 
celebrations. 

.Arab leaders expected to join 
Jordan’s celebrations and greet 
the Kins todav are the emir of 


Qatar. Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat. Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh and the crown 
prince of Bahrain. 

Several other Arab and for- 
eign leaders may visit Jordan 
during the coming few days to 
wish the King well. 

Dubai announced Monday 
that Crown Prince and Defence 
Minister General Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Rashid Al 
Makioum is due to visit Jordan 
on Wednesday to convey the 
King the greetings of the emir 
of the United Arab Emirates. 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan, and vice president, 
prime minister and ruler of 
Dubai, Sheikh Maktoum Ben 
Rashid Al Makioum. 

Sheikh Mohammad will be 
accompanied by a high-level 
delegation. 

The King received several 
cables and telephone calls from 
leaders and officials from all 
over the world. 

On Monday, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Arid Sharon congratu- 
lated the King ahead of his 
return. 

“Your presence is needed to 
strengthen cooperation between 
lsraeF and Jordan and the peace 
process for all the residents in 
the region.” Sharon said in his 
greeting message for ‘Eid A! 
Fitr. 


Yemen said in 
touch with captors 
of Westerners 


SANAA <R; ■— Yemeni 
authorities were on Monday in 
contact with the kidnappers of 
a British couple and a Dutch 
family of four, a Dutch 
embassy' official said. 

“We are in contact with 
Yemeni authorities. We know 
that they are in contact with the 
kidnappers. Contact Is going 
on.” said the official. 

He said the Dutch family, 
including two boys aged six 
and seven, and the British cou- 
ple had been travelling in three 
cans from northern Yemen to 
the capita] Sanaa when they' 
were kidnapped on Sunday. 

He said the men worked al a 
hospital in the town of Sudaah 
north of Sanaa. The Dutch 
ferailv had been living in 
Yemen for several years, lie 
added. 

He refused to comment on 
whether Yemen hod assured 
Britain and the Netherlands 
that it would not use force to 

free them. . 

He said there were no indica- 
tions the kidnapping was a sim- 
ilar case to last month s abduc- 
tion of 16 Western tourists by 
Islamist militants. Four mem- 
bers of that group — ; throe 
Britons and an Australian 
were killed during a shootout 
between the militants and 
Yemeni government forces. 

A Yemeni interior ministry 
official had earlier said the gov- 
ernment had assured Britain 
and the Netherlands it would 
not use force. He said foe 
hostages were believed io be 
held by tribesmen in a northern 

area called Tart. 

"We believe the kidnappers 
are tribesmen wanting the 
release of one of their pa^ 
who is in prison.” the official 


embassy in 
calls about the 


latest hostage crisis io the For- 
eign Office in London. 

In London, a foreign Office 
spokesman said British and 
Dutch officials were working 
with Yemeni authorities to ny 
to secure the hostages' release. 
British officials urged the 
authorities not to use force, he 
said. 

“I can confirm that two 
British people have been kid- 
napped in Yemen." the 
spokesman said. "Our ambas- 
sador Vic Henderson and all his 
staff are working extremely 
hard to establish what has hap- 
pened, and to secure the release 
of the hostages. 

"Naturally we are emphasis- 
ing to the Yemeni authorities 
that they should not use force to 
ny to secure the hostages’ 
release." he sakL 

He said Henderson was 
working closely with the Dutch 
ambassador in Yemen and that 
between them they Iiad spoken 
to the interior and foreign min- 
isters and the prime minister's 
office. 

Middle East experts said the 
remote location of the kidnap- 
pings suggested Yemeni tribes- 
men were involved. 

They' speculated the tribes- 
men might be staging a "copy- 
cat" kidnapping after rumours 
that a ransom was paid for the 
release of another British 
hostage, oil worker John 
Brooke, who was seized by on 
Jan. 9 and freed a few days later 
unharmed 

His kidnapping happened 
just two weeks ttfier die four 
Western hostages died in the 
shoot ouL 

Those deaths were the lust in 
six years of kidnappings in 
Yemen, whee more than 100 
Westerners have been abducted 
by disgruntled tribesmen only 
to be freed safely later. 


‘Arafat considers delaying statehood in deal with U.S., EU’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
t AFP) — Yasser Arafat is con- 
sidering a plan to delay his uni- 
lateral declaration of Palestin- 
ian statehood from May until 
December 1999 in exchange 
for dear U.S. and European 
backing for Palestinian self- 
determination. diplomats and 
Palestinian officials said on 
Monday. 

Western diplomats said the 
United States, with European 
backing, had proposed a five- 
point proposal under which 
Arafat would agree to put off 
for several months his inten- 
tion to unilaterally declare 
Palestinian statehood •hi May 
4, when interim peace accords 
with Israel expire. 

The proposal reflects U.S., 
European and Palestinian con- 
cerns that an independence 
declaration would spark a 
major confrontation with Israel 
and strengthen the hand of 


1 nationalist hardliners in Israeli 
national elections scheduled 
tor May 1 7. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Betty amin Netanyahu has 
warned that his government 
would respond to a unilateral 
Palestinian proclamation of 
stareliood by occupying parts 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip still under Israel’s control. 

Al exchange for postponing 
the statehood declaration until 
Augend of the year, the United 
States and the 1 5-nation Euro- 
pean Union would declare 
more clearly than in the past 
their support for Palestinian 
self-determination, the diplo- 
mats and senior Palestinian 
officials said 

The plan also calls for Israel 
to freeze construction of Jew- 
ish settlements in occupied 
areas pending the outcome of 
negotiations on the blinders and 
exact powers of the Palestinian 


entity, they said 

The deal requires these final 
status negotiations to begin 
immediately following the sec- 
ond round of the Israeli elec- 
tions on June 1 with a target 
date for completion of Dec. 3 1 . 

Finally, the proposal stipu- 
lates that Israel must folly 
implement the U.S.-brokered 
Wye River interim peace 
accord which Netanyahu sus- 
pended last month, citing what 
he said were Palestinian viola- 
tions of the deal. 

The agreement, which 
requires Israel to withdraw 
from more of the West Bank, 
sparked a revolt by hardline 
nationalists in Netanyahu's 
coalition and led last month to 
the calling of early Israeli elec- 
tions for May. 

Giver the deadlock in nego- 
tiations with Netanyahu’s gov- 
ernment. Palestinians insist 
they have the right to simply 


declare the creation of their 
state when existing peace 
accords expire in May. 

Senior Palestinian officials 
said Arafat wanted to meet 
with U.S. President Bill Gin- 
ton, hopefully in March or 
April, before making a final 
decision on postponing the 
declaration. 

.Ararat is also insistent that he 
will not postpone the achieve- 
ment of statehood beyond Dec. 
31. they said. 

“At that dale, whatever hap- 
pens. a Palestinian state will be 
proclaimed.” one senior offi- 
cial told AFP on condition of 
anonymity. 

A declaration of statehood 
on Dec. 31 would coincide 
with the launch of Bethlehem 
2000 festivities being organ- 
ised by the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority for the start of the 
new Millennium. 

It would also mark the 35th 


anniversary of Arafat’s Fateh 
movement, celebrated on Jan. 
1 in commemoration of the 
first military operation claimed 
by the group against IsraeL 

Netanyahu has focused the 
election campaign of his right- 
wing Likud Pam' on playing 
up the perceived dangers of 
Palestinian statehood and 
charging that opposition 
Labour Party leader Ehud 
Barak will make too many 
concessions to Arafat. 

For .Arafat, the Israeli elec- 
tion campaign poses an addi- 
tional dilemma, a senior Pales- 
tinian officials said. 

If the Palestinians postpone 
their statehood declaration, 
Netanyahu will likely claim 
this as a victory for his hardline 
stance, while going ahead with 
the proclamation will help him 
rally support from the far right 
in the elections, he said 


PKK leader says may resume armed struggle 

Italian premier declares Ocalan case ‘closed’ 


ROME (APi — Italy’s premier on 
Monday pronounced the tangled case 
of KunJish leader Abdullah Oculun 
closed and said he has no idea where 
the guerrilla chieftain has gone. 

But Turkey, where Ocalan is wanted 
as a terrorist, refused to believe it atrd 
sharply criticised Italy for letting him 
slip away. 

"Ji is not possible for the Italians not 
to know wljere he went," Turkish For- 
eign Minister Ismail Cem told NTV 
television. 

Ocalan left Rome in a private plane 
Saturday after two months waiting in 
vain for political asylum. The Kurdish 
leader had been looking for a European 
base, saying he wanted to turn his guer- 
rilla movement into a peaceful, politi- 
cal one. 

“I was convinced that a unilt 
cease-fire could have become defii 
he said in an open letter publ 
Monday m Italian newspapers. 
strongly fear that after this failt; 


courage, above all on the part of the 
European Union, that there is no alter- 
native to returning to war." 

Ocalan’s destination was secret 
Estonia. Ukraine, Belarus and South 
Africa, all mentioned as possible 
havens for Ocalan. all denied knowing- 
ly admitting him. 

Libya is among the other countries 
rumoured as possibilities. 

Russian foreign Minister Igor 
Ivanov told reporters in Russia that 
secret services there were looking into 
allegations that Ocalan might have 
travelled via Moscow to South Africa 
or Libya — but haven’t found any 
proof ycL 

Turkey's Premier Bulent Ecevit 
claimed that Ocalan had landed in an 
airpon outside Moscow, Turkey’s Ana- 
tolia news agency- reported 

Russian authorities would expel him 
if he were found. Ecevit was quoted as 
saying after meeting with Russian 
Ambassador Alexander Lebedev. 


Ecevit said the ambassador told him 
Ocalan could have entered Russia with 
a false passport. 

“I don't know w here Ocalan is. and I 
don’t care." D’Alema said Monday. 
‘The case is closed” 

Ocalan leads the KunJish Labour 
Party, or PKK, which has been fighting 
for Kurdish autonomy in southeastern 
Turkev for 14 years. The conflict has 
killed about 37.000 people. 

Turkey pressed Italy hard to extradite 
Ocalan,” who is on rnal in absentia on 
capital chaiges. But Italy refused cit- 
ing a ban on extraditing suspects to 
countries where they face the death 
penalty. 

Ocalan came to Italy on Nov. 1 2 hop- 
ing to muster Europe-wide support for 
a negotiated settlement to the Kurdish 
conflict. But he failed in pan because 
Turkey said it would never negotiate 
with hint 

Things were also complicated by the 
fact that Ocalan is warned in Germany. 


Germany, fearing unrest in its large 
immigrant population, tried to steer 
clear of the affair. 

In a letter to D’Alema. Ocalan said 
he hopes to return to Europe someday, 
"at a time when the conditions are 
matured enough to end this struggle 
with a just and lusting peace.” 

D’Alema released the letter at a 
briefing Monday. 

“Leaving Rome is not a step back- 
wards,” it said “On the contrary, it is 
taken to create the opportunity for a 
future initiative on the political solution 
to the Kurdish issue.” 

The Ocalan affair soured relations 
between Italy and Turkey, where an 
unofficial boycott on Italian goods has 
been in place. 

"The question is how long it will take 
the man on the street to buy made-in- 
Italy goods.” the Italian ambassador in 
Turkey, Massimiliano Bandini, said in 
Ankara. "But I believe they’ll do so 
soon.” 
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Iranian leader Khamenei urges 
factions to end row over murders 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s 
supreme leader Ayatollah AJi 
Khamenei on Monday called 
on conservatives and moder- 
ates to end a bitter row over the 
killings of dissidents. 

Khamenei's cal] for calm 
came amid public concern over 
a new wave of killings in 
Tehran w hich did not appear to 
be political in nature. 

The row and the new killings 
have created an atmosphere of 
uncertainty among Tehran resi- 
dents and featured strongly in 
newspapers as Iran prepares to 
mark the 20th anniversary of its 
Islamic revolution next month. 

"Our dear and pious nation 
musL.. stand hand in hand 
behind our committed officials 
and not allow their unity to be 
breached." Khamenei told wor- 
shippers at mass prayers mark- 
ing the end of the Holy Month 
of Ramadan. 

“Those who would like to 
serve their short-term interests 
by making waves in this calm 
ocean and causing disturbances 
should know that they will gain 


nothing from this’’ Khamenei 
told worshippers in a sermon 
carried by Tehran Radio, 

The dissidents' murders and 
revelations that death squads, 
including agents from the con- 
servative-run intelligence min- 
istry. were involved have pro- 
voked an open row between 
moderates backing President 
Mohammad Khatami and his 
conservative opponents. 

The row has also led to an 
attack by Islamists who pre- 
vented a senior prc^ Khatami 
cleric from delivering a Friday 
prayer sermon in the central 
city of Isfahan. 

Moderates have demanded a 
purge of the intelligence min- 
istry and suggested that hard- 
liners carried out the murders 
of dissidents to destabilise 
Khatami's reformist govern- 
ment. 

Conservatives have denied 
the charges. Some hardliners 
have appeared on stale televi- 
sion and accused Khatami's 
backers of involvement in the 
killings, in which two outspo- 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israeli police, Arab youths clash 

TIRA (AFP) — Israeli police clashed with Arab Israeli youths 
ovemighL leaving 12 persons injured in the town ofTira. police 
officials said on Monday. The violence erupted when two van 
loads of police entered the town to arrest suspected car thieves, 
they said. Dozens of youths, gathered for the start of the 'Eid Al 
Rtr holiday marking the end of the fasting month of Ramadan, 
threw stones at the policemen. Six policemen and six demon- 
strators were hurt in the melee, which ended when police rein- 
forcements arrived and local officials intervened to calm the 
protesters, police said. Tint lies about 25 kilometres northeast of 
Tel Aviv in a region where many Arab Israelis live. 

Netanyahu says no joint meeting set 

TEL AVIV (R ) — Israeli Rime Minister Benvamin Netanyahu 
said on Monday no meeting between Israeli. Fhlestinran. and 
U.S. officials had been scheduled, despite Palestinian announce- 
ments talks would be held next month. Asked whether trilateral 
talks on reviving stalled Middle East peace efforts had been set, 
Netanyahu told reporters: 'There was some talk about it, not 
with me. but some talk, peripheral talk. Nothing has been con- 
cluded on that matter'’ On Sunday, chief Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erekat said senior Israeli and Palestinian officials would 
meet in Washington in February with U.S. Middle East envoy 
Dennis Ross to try to restart peace efforts frozen by IsraeL 

Rewards for bad driving in UAE 

DUBAI (AFP) — Police stopping bad drivers in Dubai will 
reward them with sweets and greeting cards Monday and Tues- 
day during the 'Eid Al Fitr feast marking the end of the fasting 
month of Ramadan. The authorities announced the “friendly 
tokens" as part of the traditional leniency during the holidays. 
"Many motorists come to Dubai and the northern emirates from 
Gulf Cooperation Council countries. They don’t know the roads 
well and may commit traffic offences.” a traffic department offi- 
cial told Monday's Gulf News. 

All Arab issues should be on agenda — Syria 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — An official Syrian newspaper called 
Monday for Arab ministers to conduct an overall examination 
of the problems of the .Arab World when they meet in Cairo on 
Jan. 24. The parry daily .Al Baath said it is important that the 
meeting should be "of a quality to face up to the challenges." 
The participants “need to have a joint vision, so that the Arab 
Nation is not split, and to adopt practical steps to make Arab 
action more effective," the paper said. ‘The Arab Nation is cur- 
rently confronted with great dangers, of which Israel remains 
the permanent one, but other sources of peril have shown that 
they interconnect with the aggressive Israeli policy." it said, in a 
clear allusion to December's U.S. -British air raids against Iraq. 


ken dissidents and at least two 
liberal writers died- Another 
writer died under mysterious 
circumstances and a fourth is 
presumed dead after going 
missing. 

A committee set up by 
Khatami to probe the killings 
urged an end to the recrimina- 
tions and said late on Sunday 
that none of Iran’s mainstream 
factions were behind the mur- 
ders. 

“The decisions of those who 
organised and carried out the 
murders were taken in then- 
own circles, and in depth inves- 
tigations show that no political 
groupings or factions had any 
involvement in these acts.” the 
Iranian news agency IRNA 
quoted the stale committee as 
saying in a statement 

Khamenei urged calm at Fri- 
day prayers, but he also called 
on clerics not to raise “divisive 
issues’* in sermons. 

He was referring to the Isfa- 
han incident in which stones 
throwing hardline activists 
stopped a sermon by Ayatollah 


Jalaluddin Taheri. the only big- 
city cleric who openly backs 
Khatami's liberal political and 
social reforms. 

Meanwhile, there was wide 
concern among Tehran resi- 
dents after more gruesome 
murders in which a prominent 
elderly engineer and his wife, 
and the wife of a prize-winning 
translator were killed at their 
homes by unknown intruders. 

Newspapers have given wide 
coverage to the murders, in 
which no suspects have been 
arrested, and the earlier killing 
of a prominent physician who 
lived in the same high-security 
Tehran district where Khata- 
mi’s residence is located. 

Newspapers also reported 
that Reza Alijani. editor of the 
liberal Islamist monthly Iran-e 
Farda, bad received death 
threats by unknown telephone 
callers who claimed to be from 
a little-known hardline group 
which has hailed the dissi- 
dents ? killing and voiced simi- 
lar threats against Khatami. 




EID IN IRAQ: Iraqi women on Monday visit the grave of a relative at a Baghdad cemetery’ during the ’Eid Al 
Fitr festival, ending the fasting month of Ramadan. Muslims mark the end of the Ramadan by praying near the 
tombs of relatives and friends (AFP photo) 


Russians say West trained Iranian nuclear specialists 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Russian FSB, the former 
KGB. accused Western 
nations Monday in the press 
of having made significant 
transfers of technology to 
Iran. 

‘The leaders of the nuclear 
industry and the Iranian mis- 
sile programmes were 
trained at the best American. 


Canadian, French and Ger- 
man universities and Iranian 
firms are equipped with 
Western material which 
under certain conditions 
permits them to organise 
missile production,” the 
FSB chief press officer Gen- 
eral Alexander Zdanovich 
said in the daily Sevodnia. 

The statement from a rep- 


resentative of the Russian 
security establishment were 
a response to renewed accu- 
sations from Washington 
that Russia is supplying sen- 
sitive technology to’ Tehran. 

Russia has denied this, 
saying it has acted in accor- 
dance with international 
law. 

The FSB official men- 


tioned equipment supplied 
by the .German firm Bolenz 
and Schafer, bought by Iran 
in 1996 and which he said 
could be used to make bal- 
listic missiles and the 
engines for them. 

He also said Iran has 
"electroerosion” equipment 
supplied by the Swiss firms 
Robofonn. Robofill and 


AGIE, permitting the manu- 
facture of parts for liquid- 
fuel-powered missile 

engines. 

Zdanovich said Japanese 
firms had also supplied 
equipment while most of the 
computer programmes used 
in Iran were made in the 
United States. 

Washington which 


slapped economic sanctions 
in July on seven Russian 
institutes and companies 
accused of links with Iran, 
and on Tuesday announced 
more sanctions against three 
Moscow research institutes. 
The United States also 
threatened to cancel some 
space cooperation projects 
with Moscow. 


Hamas leader 
predicts collapse 
of Israel in 2026 


Israel urges EU to include it in scientific programme 


CAIRO (AFP) — Israel 
will collapse in the year 
2026, a Palestinian 
Islamist predicted in a 
newspaper article pub- 
lished Monday. 

“With the will of God, 
our [Israeli] enemy will 
disappear in three 
decades.” the founder of 
the Palestinian Islamic 
Resistance Movement. 
Hamas, Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin, wrote in the Lon- 
don-based Arabic weekly 
Al Wasat. “I believe there 
are only 27 years left 
before Israel comes to an 
end” 

He said he had reached 
this conclusion thanks to 
his understanding of 
verses in the Koran deal- 
ing with the Jewish com- 
munity. 

Yassin admitted that 
security cooperation 
between (he Palestinian 
National Authority, Israel 
and the United States fol- 
lowing the October Wye 


River accord had 
"thwarted a number of 
Hamas operations" 
against Israel. 

Hamas, which opposes 
the peace deal with 
Israel, has been responsi- 
ble for most anti-Israeli 
attacks in recent years. 

Yassin said he had 
obtained "large scale 
financial and moral sup- 
port” from several Arab 
and African countries he 
visited during a trip 
abroad last year. He gave 
no further details. 

Elsewhere in his article 
he attacked the Islamist 
Taleban regime in 
Afghanistan. 

He said their decision 
not to allow women to 
study was the result 
either of "ignorance” or 
of the influence of “an 
outside party which 
wants to distort the image 
of Islam.” He did not 
elaborate. 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel 
appealed to European Union 
(EU) members on Monday not 
to link its inclusion in the latest 
EU research and development 
programme to its peacemaking 
with the Palestinians. 

Isaeli Industry and Trade 
Minister Natan Sharansky said 
the EU had been blocking the 
"timely signature” of the Fifth 
Framework Programme over 
progress in the peace process. 
He warned such a move could 
adversely affect Israeli-Euro- 
peanties. 

EU officials have been at odds 
over whether to exclude Israel 
from the scientific research and 
development programme to 
sanction it over the peacemaking 
deadlock with the Palestinians. 

Israel signed a Iand-for-securi- 
(y deal with the Palestinians in 


Ocrober but froze its implemen- 
tation in December; citing 
alleged Palestinian violations. 
Israeli elections scheduled for 
May are another obstacle to 
reviving peace moves. 

The EU is expected to start 
issuing tenders for the R&D pro- 
gramme in February- Israel took 
part in more than 350 projects 
under the last such programme. 

“I believe that the linkage of 
technological cooperation to a 
political agenda is doomed to 
failure, all the more so. when 
Israel feces internal elections,” 
Sharansky wrote in a letter sent 
to European ambassadors in 
IsraeL 

“It is liable to taint the fifth 
Framework Programme as 
politically oriented and may 
bear negative influence on the 
entire Zsraeii-Europjan relation- 


ship. especially on the industrial 
and economic levels." the letter, 
a copy of w hich was obtained by 
Reuters, said 

Under the programme the EU 
allots 14.96 billion euros (SI7.4 
billion » for joint research pro- 
jects over the next four years. 

Israel was the only non-Euro- 
pean country to rate part in the 
previous EU R&D programme. 
The EU is Israel’s biggest Had- 
ing partner: 

Germany, which has been 
pushing to include Israel said 
Bonn wanted to get the pro- 
gramme under way. 

"We don't see ary link 
between political proceedings 
here in Israel and these technical 
cooperation programmes,” a 
German embassy spokesman in 
Tel Aviv told Reuters. 

A French embassy' 


spokesman said Israels partici- 
pation would be desirable. 

But he said such a dedsiCgt 
“has a political dimension in the 
context of the resumption of& 
peace process” and iraplemenia- 
tion of the Wye River landfgF- 
security deal. st? 

“This double approach wffl^ 
reviewed by the Council of MS* 
isrere.” the spokesman said 'Die 
council was scheduled to rteet 
on Jan. 24-25 in Brussels but ft is 
uncertain whether it will reader 
a decision on Israel’s participa- 
tion. 

The cost to join the pro- 
gramme is based on a country's 
gross domestic product Israel 
would pay some 40 million 
euros ($46.4 million) annually 
for the next four years, EU offi- 
cials said 


Iraq reinforces troops in south — Kuwait 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Iraq has boosted 
its military deployment in the south of the 
country but so fer without posing a danger to 
neighbouring Kuwait the emirate’s deforce 
minister said Monday. 

Sheikh Salem Sabah Al Salem Al Sabah, 
who is also deputy prime minister; said 
Kuwait must be ready for “all possibilities and 
dangers.” 

In southern Iraq, Baghdad has reinforced its 


troops, including the elite Republican Guards, 
special units and missile launchers. Sheikh 
Salem said quoted by the official news 
agency KUNA. 

The Iraqi deployment "does not constitute 
danger at the time being." said die defence 
minister, who also denied that Iraqi warplanes- 
had violated Kuwaiti airspace. 

But he said Kuwait had “reinforced its self 
defensive capabilities to deter any posable 


threats." 

Kuwait is not responsible for footing the bill 
of any Western military bufld-up in the region, 
“except for hospitality necessities." the 
defence minister added 

He also said the emirate had “its own meth- 
ods" for dealing with any influx of Ira? 
refugees in case of renewal military strikes, 
following last month’s Desert Fox air and mis- 
sile attacks by the United States and Britain. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

! J 2.-00 Leo The Lion* 

01:00 .French Cartoon 

01:30 Feature Film - “Just perfect” 
15KJ0 ..The American Chat Show 

15:45 Circus 

16:15 Vtd Kids 

16:45 ... French Film 

18:15 Omar Ben Abdul Aziz 

19HJ0 —Le Journal 

19 35 .....Comedv -Step by Step 

20:00 What Vfould You Do? 

20i30 .Our Mutual Friend 

21:30 Mini Scries "Playing the 
Field" Ep3 

22:00 News in English 

22:20 Feature film - “Marked 
for Death” 


PRAYER TIMES 

05:10 -Fajr 

06:31 I Sunrise) Duha 

11:46 Dhuhr 

14:37 'Asr 

17:01 - Maghreb 

18:22 ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffid^ TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

Sl Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
Tena Ssncta Church TeL 4622366 
Anglican Church TeL 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


4624&53/4634S11. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5865S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56SS40I 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 581 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TfeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 ' 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swet- 
fiehTeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The Fngtkh-t nng naop 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
462S052 

The Armenian Cathode 

Chun* TeL 4771331 
Tire American Orthodox 

Chun* TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
It will be cold cloudy and rainy 


with snow expected to fell over 
Ajloun and Sharah mountain. 
Winds westerly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, it will be cold 
and rainy. Winds northerly mod- 
erate to active and seas rough. 


Actaba . 

. ..11/19 


.. ..OV12 


. .10/18 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 

Amman 11. Aqaba 21 

Humidi- 

ty readings: Amman 93 percent. 

Aqaba 50 percent 


Following are the temperatures 
expected today in the following 

areas: 


Ajkjun - 

.. .02/10 

Jerash „ .... 

03/12 

Urn Qays 

.02/1 1 

Marfahn 

.03/09 

Petra ....... 

-..-02/13 

Dead Sea - 

— 09/19 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Ybosef Faqft 4390104 

Dc Ghazi Abu 9nkhab — ,4752405 


Dr. Mnkhles Hafaseh— 1*119220 

Dc Mofaanunad LobbadehJ1679]4 

AMMAN: 

Finis Pharmacy ......5661912 

Al Sal am Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ....5537004 

RuknAlDawa Pharmacy 5536169 

CRB ID: 

Dr. Usam Salih (02)246858 

Fou’ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. IssaOmari -..(09)901266 

Palestine Phannacy..(09 1983562 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre .4637 1 1 1 

Civil Deferoe rxjpanmera 5661 111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.4630341 

Civil Defence Enragency- 199 

Rescue Police- 191 4621111.4637777 

fire Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank 4715121 

Highway Pohce„..._.._i343402 

Traffic Police .4896390 

Public Security Dept .4630321 

Hotel Complaints „..„56G5800 

Rice Complaints- _5661 176 

Water & Sewerage Complaints 4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 


assistance) J2J 

Overseas Calls 0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

.4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Television 47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority 5S15615 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Information.. ^44-53200 
Queen Aim Inti. Airport 44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre fw Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. Abdii 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre. JI856856 

Luanda —— .4630195 

Kbalkfi Maiemity„_4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. .4642441/2 

Jubal Amman Matermty__4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 5607071 

Sfcroeisam Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-AhlL Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian, AFMubajreen 4777101/3 

Ai-Bashk. .4775111/26 

Army, Maria-- 489161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5l571(fo 

Amal Hospital 5607155 


Al Amal Cancer Centre ..5353000 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital .(09)983323 
Zaqa National HospitaL ( 09 J90Q560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)98673 1 

Al Ffikraa Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

ERBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831. (02)710001 1 

Speria&y Hospital (02)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital (03)2040111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian f RJ ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200-5. where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal H&tgf flights am be sup- 
plied on phone 4S75201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

07-JO — Damascus (RJ) 

08:40 Jeddah (RJ) 

09»0 .Tehran (RJ) 

10:05 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:15 Dolia. Bahrain (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 -.J-ODdon. Frankfurt (RJ) 
28:15 — Chicago. Shannun (RJ) 
23:10 Beirut (RJ) 

Other Flights 

12J0 Aden tfY) 

14:35 Istanbul ;TK) 

UfcOO ..-..Dubai. Damascus lEK) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

18:45 Kiev (6Uj 

19HE Paris (AF) 

20-25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20--4G Cano (MS l 

22£5 —London. Damascus (BA) 

23:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

23:55 — Xamaca(CY) 

0035 Bucharest (RO) 

02:00 Rome/AZ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
0Sh30 Aqaba (arming at QAIA) 
(RW) 

ll:10_Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
.Airport) (RWi 

16:00 _Aq aba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

18 >15 Tel Aviv (arriving at QAIA) 


(RW) 

22£0 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
08^5 Amsterdam, NewYcricflU) 

J2r05 Vwaa, fianfcfon . 

(RJ) 

12rf)0 Brussels, Ftiris (RJ) 

12:00 .Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

12:15 London (RD 

12 -JO Cairo (RJ) 

19:35 Beirut (RH 

20 JO Jeddah (RB 

20:45 Darmscus (Rfl - 

21:00 ..-.Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJj 


Other Flights 
07:10 Frankfurt (LH) J 

13-J0 Aden (TO ■ 

15J5 Istanb ul (IK) ! 

lfcOO Dubai (00- 

19*^0 fGev(6U) 

20KM ..R emit (ME) 

21:10 .Tel Aviv (DO 

21:40 Cairo (MS ) 

00JS __Amsteriam (KL) 

015? Bucharest (RO) 

03:00 RomefAZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) FBghts 
07:00 Aqaba (from Maria Air- 
part) (RW) - - ■ 

O8J0™Aqaba (from Maria Air- 
port) (RW) 

16 JO Tel Aviv (from Marka Air-- 
portKRWj 

2(h30 -Aqaba (from QAIA) (BSp) 
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Home News 



Jordan Times, Tuesday, January 19, 1999 


Jordan celebrates ‘Eid Al Fitr 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
yesterday joined the rest of 
ihe Islamic World in cele- 
brating the 'Eid Al Hit holi- 
day bringing to an end of the 
Holy Month of Ramadan 
and marking the occasion 
with prayers in mosques 
anxmd the Kingdom. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, attended morning 
prayers at the King Abdullah 
Mosque in Amman with 
Binie Minister Favez 
Tarauneh, Speaker of the 
Upper and Lower Houses of 
Parliament Zeid Rifai and 
Abdnl Hadi Majali. and 


dozens of aimy and security 
sen ices chiefs who juJnui] 
Jordanian worshippers. 

Imam .Ahmad Hektyel 
called on Muslims to end 
their differences and unite 
their efforts to serve the 
nation noting tliai the feast 
should prompt Muslims to 
sacrilice. exercise solidarity 
and extend help to the unfor- 
tunate and the poor. 

He also voiced tile wor- 
shippers' thanks to God lor 
the recovery of His Majesty 
King Hussein who is due to 
rerum to Amm.m today after 
a six-month stay in the Unit- 
ed Stales where he under- 
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PRINCESS AISHA VISITS 
SOS VILLAGE: HR H 

Princess Aisha deputises for 
Her Majesty Queen Noor dur- 
ing a visit Monday to children 
at the SOS village at Tabar- 
bour, where she distributed 
gifts to the children on the 
occasion of 'Eid Al Fitr Feast 
(Petra photo) 


went chemotherapy for a 
non-Hodgkins 1 y mpltumn. 

Alter the prayer service. 
Prince Hassan met worship- 
pers who expressed good 
w ishes to him on tltc occa- 
sion of ’Eid Al Fitr. 

Prince Hassan later visited 
the tombs of his grandfather, 
the late King Abdullah, 
founder of ihe Kingdom, 
and liis father, the laic King 
Tulal. He also visited ihe 
tomb of the laic Queen 
Mother. Queen Zein. At ilte 
tombs, lie recited \etv*\ 
from die Holy Korun and 
laid wreathes on the tombs. 
Tlie tomb*, were also visited 




PRINCE HASSAN 
GREETS PUBLIC: 
HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan meets with pub- 
lic and private sector 
representatives at 
Raghadun Palace. Here, 
he shakes the hand of 
Sima Bahous. director 
of the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (Petra 
photo » 

by uther members of the 
Royal JamiJy. 

’Hie Regent met later at 
Raghudun Palace with repre- 
sentatives of public and pri- 
vate institutions, senior offi- 
cials and chief military and 
security services personnel 
as well as heads of diplomat- 
ic missions, tribal chiefs and 
religious leaders who 
expressed llieir best wisltcs 
on the occasion. 

AH gm eminent depart - 
nieuLs and public institutions 
will remain closed until 
Thursday morning in obser- 
vance of die ‘Eid Al Fitr 
feast. 


Rain to keep falling 
on thirsty Jordan 


AMMAN ( I T. I— Rain at 
last came to Jordan after a 
long spell of drought that 
earlier this w eek prompted 
the government to 
announce strict measures 
to deal with an emergency 
water shortage. 

According to the 
Department of Meteorolo- 
gy. more rainfall is expect- 
ed today and may contin- 
ue through Wednesday. 

A department ul/iciai 
told the Jordan Times that 
light snow is expected to 
fall Tuesday on the high 
mountains of Ajloun in the 
ninth and the Sharah 
mountains in the south 
near Petra. 

He said the daytime tem- 
peratures Tuesday will 
creep towards a high of It) 
degrees Celsius, dropping 
to a low of fixe degrees at 
night. Cool temperatures 
will he accompanied by 
strong gusts of wind. 

Sources at the Ministries 


of Agriculture and Water 
expressed hope that the 
rain will mark the start of 
the actual w inter season to 
replenish the aquifers and 
the reservoirs, now deplet- 
ed to less than half their 

capacity. 

According to water min- 
istry statistics, the King 
Taial Dam. the largest in 
the country with a 72 mil- 
lion cubic metre (menu 
capacity held 32 me in 
before the past two days’ 
rainfall. Zeglab dam was 
measured a! 1.2 mem out 
of a capacity of 3.5 mem. 
Wadi Araba Dam 6 mem 
out rtf l(i mem. The Wadi 
Shueib, Kafrain and desert 
dams have been reported 
to be nearly empty. 

Minister of Agriculture 
Mijhcm Khreisha said 
after a Cabinet session 
Saturday that die go\ em- 
inent intends to establish a 
fund to ensure JD!2 mil- 
lion in interest-free loans 


to livestock breeders in 
order to help them buy 
barley and grain at 
reduced prices. 

He said state-grazing 
reserves will be open to 
the public, while the Min- 
istries of Water and Irriga- 
tion and Agriculture will 
provide water for live- 
stock from desert wells. 
The water ministry will 
continue ro ration water 
supplies. 

The government also 
announced that water 
pumped for agricultural 
use will be reduced by 50 
per Cent in the Southern 
Ghor. 20 per cent in the 
Northern Ghor and IU per 
cent in the the Central 
Ghor as pan of the 
rationing system. 

The Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation plans to 
give priority to potable 
water, with a 10 mem 
increase in the amount of 
water pumped to Amman 


from the Yarmouk River 
and Lake Tiberias. The 
two water sources supply 
the country with 60 to SO 
mcm annually. 

The Water Authority 
will start storing w'ater 
from the Yamtouk River in 
the Karameh Dam which 
has a 19 mcm capacity. 

Last October the govern- 
ment solicited around 50 
local, .Arab and foreign 
firms to pre-qualify for a 
$730 million build-ovvn- 
operate water extraction 
system to draw water from 
the Disi aquifer in die 
south and pump it lo the 
capital. The project 
requires the construction 
of a 325-kilometre 
pipeline to Amman. It is 
expected that the Disi can 
supply the capital with 
100 mcm annually by the 
vear 2005. 



Businessmen encourage 
agricultural investment in Sudan 




DIFFICULT CHOICES: Shoppers rush to capitalise on -Eid Al Fitr bargains in downtown Amman 
and find ‘just the right thing' for the holidays (Photos by Yousef Allan) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Director General of the Arab 
Organisation for Agricultur- 
al Developmeni iAOADj 
Y ah) a Bakkour has called 
on Jordanian investors and 
ihe business community to 
invest in Sudan’s agricultur- 
al sector. 

Bakkour said Sudan’s fer- 
tile soil and abundant water 
supplies should make the 
country attractive to agricul- 
tural investments. 

Addressing a meeting held 
at the Jordanian Business- 
men Association (JBA» in 
Amman. Bakkour said that 
Jordan, like other Arab 
countries, faces a growing 
demand for food production 
in view of die growing pop- 
ulation and the limited 
arable land and water 
resources. 

Sudan's fertile soil, huge 
water supplies and labour 
force should be attractive to 
Arab investors. said 
Bakkour, who was com- 
menting on the recent con- 
clusion of a Jordanian- 
Slid a ncse agreement on 
agricultural investment in 


Sudan. 

He said the agreement was 
a manifestation of common 
Arab action and an exem- 
plary step towards inter- 
Arab cooperation and eco- 
nomic integration. 

Bakkour said that the 
AO AD will immediately 
embark on the preparation 
of a plan to help the Jordan- 
ian-Sudanese agreement to 
be implemented successful- 
ly- 

Bakkour said some pro- 
jects that were started earli- 
er in Sudan failed to succeed 
because they hud no scien- 
tific basis, but the majority 
of projects achieved excel- 
lent results. 

JBA Chairman Hamdi 
Tabbaa echoed Bukkour’s 
call on investors to seriously 
consider investing in 
Sudan's agricultural sector. 
He said the two sides have 
formed a committee to 
explain to investors proce- 
dures for starting investment 
within the framework of the 
Jordaniun-Sudunese agree- 


What’s Going On 


Film 

• "L.A. Confidential" at Books (ff Cafe. Jabal 
Amman at 8:30 p.m. (Tel.: 4650457). 

Exhibitions 

• Exhibition of ceramics, sculpture, and abstract 
(plastic) art by Jordanian. Iraqi, Syrian, Lebanese, 
and Sudanese artists at Hammourabi Art Gallery', 
Gardens Street (Tel. 553609S), until Jan. 25. 

- “The Warm Winter” — works by several 
artists at Orfali Art Gallery, Urn Uthaina (Tel. 
5526932). until Feb. 1. 

• The Tenth Anniversary Exhibition of Contem- 
porary Arab Artists at Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weib- 
deh (Tel. 4643251/2). until Jan. 28. 
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Life proves hard under the tent 

The dwindling ranks of Jordan’s bedouins share mixed views about urban lifestyles 
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By Hind-La ra Mango 

AMMAN — For Um Gublan and 
her three daughters, all ot whom 
hail from the Abbadi clan, one ol 
Jordan's largest tribes, herding 
livestock and farming is their only 
way of life, their only source ol 
income. 

From April till November, they 
reside under a black goat-hair tent 
on land which they rent for JD100 
^ year in the affluent heart ot Deir 
Ghbar, near Abdoun. 

These lands, once main grazing 
pastures for many shepherds, hav e 
developed into affluent urban 
neighbourhoods over the last 
decade under a rapid urbanisation 
process that has outpaced natural 
development of such sites. leaving 
behind or squeezing out many sea- 
sonal tent dwellers, sociologists 
say. 

Unplanned urbanisation, specifi- 
cally in the western parts ol the 
capital, has replaced vast areas ol 
fertile farmland with white-stone 
buildings and posh villas, they add. 
.But for many like Um Gublan. 
life continues to follow the same 
traditional patterns despite occa- 
sional complaints. 

“Life is too hard under the tent, 
said Um Gublan's 20 -year-old 
daughter Nawal as she sat sipping 
sweet tea on a crispy cold winter 
ev ening. 

“My brothers have office j°b s 
since they have grown disenchant- 
ed with our traditional way of life, 
she says. “So, my mother, sister 
jjnd myself have to do the planting, 
herding and harvesting” . 

. Hie family owns a house in tne 
industrial city which is occupied by 
jne married brother: The other 
brother works at the Public Secun- 
l y Department. 

Um Gublan said that more niern- 
bers of her clan are opting for pci- 


maneni settlement instead ol 
putting up \x ith the hassles ot hav- 
ing to cope without running water, 
a sewage network and electricity. 

"This life is loo lough, it we 
could afford an alternative we 
would settle. said the laniily 
matriarch, who still duns the flow- 
ing traditionalbk^^ 

‘This life is too 
tough , if we 
could afford an 
alternative we 
would settle’ 
— Um Gublan 

She said her immediate family 
could hareh make ends meet as 
fodder had become too expensive. 
They now rely on the money thev 
make from selling yoghurt and 
vecetables ro survive. 

Some sociologists and anthropol- 
ogist say such an odd mix of 
affluent villas juxtaposed with 
tents is a consequence ot Jordan s 
accelerated urbanisation process. 

“Urbanisation in Jordan did not 
take the same natural cuurse fol- 
lowed in most big Arab cities said 
anthropologist Lamm Ra i. whu fui 
years has studied the lifestyle of 

ihe bedouins. . . 

-Some areas in Jordan did nut 
undergo the natural urbanisation 
process witnessed by other Arab 
capitals where small socio-eco- 
nomic urban units iHaraU ^el- 
oped into cities. Abdoun, Deir 
Ghbar and Khaida are some exam- 


ples of that,” Ra’i told the Jordan 
Times. 

Olher anihropologisls attribute 
(his phenomenon to land-endowed 
bedouins who sold whal were unee 
remote plois of land in Wesiern 
Amman it* Jordanians who accrued 
wealth during the 1 970s oil boom. 
These Jordanians, working in 
handsomelv-paid jobs in the Gulf, 
sent home hundreds of thousands 
of dinars to buy land and build vil- 
las and llais. fuelling a construc- 
tion boom. 

As the land was no longer used 
for agricultural purposes, ihe 


bedouins were forced io dismiss 
farmhands and other labourers who 
made the land productive. 

"I personally believe the 
bedouins we sec today in urban 
areas are those who either worked 
for wealthy bedouins, or are the 
poorer members of ihe irihe who 
were marginalised and found them- 
selves jobless as a consequence of 
the selling of land,” said anthropol- 
ogist Salwa Amad. 

Amad added that the ’’social 
polarisation" which has been tak- 
ing place in Jordan for the past 40 
years has marginalised rural and 
bedouin communities who origi- 
nally owned or worked on such 
agricultural land. 

“'Actually. it is not the Bedouins 
who are an oddity but rather the 
new villas which were built at a 
fast pace in these areas." explains 
Ra’i. ■ 

A few kilometres up the road 
from Um Gublan, Abu Mohammad 
lives in a similar tent in Wadi 
Abdoun near the fortress-like 
American embassy. 

All 12 members of his family 


work to sustain their way of life: 
his wife and children milk 70 heads 
of livestock from April through 
June. 

"We gather around 20 kilos of 
milk every day during the milking 
season.’’ grins Abu “Mohammad, 
showing off uneven brown teeth 
through his capricious smile. 

The family also processes and 
sells white cheese. 

Herding, their main source of 
income, is curried out simultane- 
ously and extends into November. 

In April. Abu Mohammad rents a 
dunum (1,000 square metres) of 


land for JD10 per month and plants 
it with cucumber, okra, squash, and 
zucchini that is sold by his sons 
along the main roads in surround- 
ing areas. 

And unlike Um Gublan, he says 

he is satisfied with his lifestyle. 

"1 never dream of owning "a villa 
like that one across the street,” said 
Abu Mohammad pointing a work- 
calloused finger in the direction of 
a nearby four-storey villa. 

“We have been given roles in our 
lives. If we did not plant and milk 
sheep and everybody wanted to be 
rich, then how would people sur- 
vive?" says his wife, Um Moham- 
mad. 

Ra’i said Abu Mohammad and 
Um Gublan are examples of 
bedouin families that have become 
semi-urbanised, relying on live- 
stock and farming. If this life style 
does not suit them, they automati- 
cally settle but continue farming. 

"A bedouin keeps to this life- 
style as long as it sustains him. He 
forms an urban unit rotating among 
the tent, house and land." Ra’i said 
in an interview. 


"And they continue to Jive in 
tents for the sake of their live- 
stock.” she says. 

"But there is a link between the 
continuity' of the bedouin lifestyle 
and seasonal fluctuations of 
income. Maintaining a livestock 
economy guarantees economic 
subsistence.” 

7 never dream 
of owning a 
villa like that 
one across the 
street ’ 

— Abu 
Mohammad 

Sociologist Sabri Rubeihat 
believes that the legacy of bedouin 
traditions continues with most 
tribesmen who settle in homes. 

"We still retain some elements of 
Bedouin life in our subconscious," 
he says. 

“On the occasion of death or mar- 
riage you see a tent erected in the 
back yard of a grand villa to 
receive guests " he reminds. 

Bedouins, once a majority, have 
become a minority among Jordani- 
ans as most have melted into soci- 
ety through rapid urbanisation and 
education. However, tribes and 
their traditions remain deeply 
entrenched in Jordanian society. 

Abu Mohammad and his wife 
relocate during the winter to Zarqa 
and the drier eastern desert terrain 
for the sake of his livestock and 
leave their 12-year-old daughter 
Iman to look after their children in 


their house in Wadi Abdoun. 

Four of his children still go to 
school, but one of his sons, Abdul- 
lah, wants to follow the footsteps 
of his father. 

"I want to be just like my father 
and work with him when I finish 
school,” he says. 

His eldest brother is a soldier 
while the second eldest has 
dropped out of school. 

Rubeihat feels such groups of 
tent dwellers still provide an 
invaluable service to urban society 
by providing fresh vegetables, 
eggs, cheese and meat. 

“Most seasonal tent residents say- 
inhabitants of nearby villas are not 
always kind to them. 

"They are bothered when we set 
up camp near their villas so they 
telephone the authorities who come 
and order me to move on,” says 
Abu Abed, another farmer. 

“Sometimes I listen and some- 
times I don’t.” 

The small yet robust Um Gublan 
says she has no problems wiih her 
neighbours and in fact has found 
camaraderie in trade and in passing 
on traditions. 

"I visit them and teach them how 
to make jameed (dried yoghurt 
used particularly in mansaf) and 
they buy my vegetables and home- 
made bread," she proudly says. 

One of her neighbours, who owns 
a two-storey building in Deir 
Ghbar says she does not mind hav- 
ing bedouins as neighbours “as 
long as they stop their goats from 
eating my trees and shrubs." 

Others say these remaining tent 
dwellers will eventually fizzle out 
as more streets are opened and new 
houses spring up. 

"I am seeing fewer and fewer 
tents in the wadis compared to only 
a few years back,” said another 
resident. "Soon, their days will be 
finished." 
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UNESCO sponsoring 
conference on 
internet paedophilia 


PARIS (API — With child 
pornography increasingly 
accessible on the Internet, 
expens gathering at 
UNESCO for the first 
major international confer- 
ence on the issue hope to 
hammer out concrete ways 
to combat it. 

Some 250 participants 
from 40 countries as well as 
representatives of 75 non- 
governmental organisations 
began meeting Monday to 
discuss ways to improve 
training for police officers, 
judges and doctors han- 
dling cases of child sex 
abuse. 

They will call for the cre- 
ation of international hot 
lines and an aggressive 
campaign to educate chil- 
dren and their parents about 
the dangers of paedophilia 
on the IntemeL 

Experts will examine the 
socio-economic conditions 
that allow paedophilia and 
child prostitution to thrive 
worldwide, especially in 
developing nations, as well 
as the international legal 
framework necessary' to 
combat it. 

The online revolution has 


made it easier for pae- 
dophiles to access illicit 
materials, but it also has 
made ir easier for police ro 
track them down, experts 
say. 

All Internet users leave a 
record of their visit on the 
host site and on their own 
computer. Experts say 
Internet Access Providers 
must be pressured to better 
screen sites ro which they 
provide access. 

InterpoL's Agnes 

Foumier-Saint Maur. who 
heads che international 
police organisation's spe- 
cial commission on crimes 
against minors, said it was 
virtually impossible to 
determine the number of 
Web sites providing materi- 
als for adults who prey on 
children or to know how 
many paedophiles access 
the Internet. 

Foumier-Saint Maur said 
Interpol's figures are based 
the material seized, which 
in the United States alone, 
included 500.000 online 
photos showing sexual acts 
involving minors. 

The Internet facilitates the 
duplication and recycling 


of old materials, and once a 
child's photo appears 
online, it is extremely diffi- 
cult io remove iL Foumier- 
Saint Maur said at a news 
conference last week. 

Daniel Kahn, a French 
lawyer and expert on 
Internet law. said many 
Web sites provide materials 
that are legal in the coun- 
tries where they are created 
_ places that also often lack 
laws protecting children 
against kidnapping for sex- 
ual exploitation. 

India. Nepal and many 
developing nations, includ- 
ing sub-Saharan African 
countries, were cited as 
places where children 
increasingly are being 
exploited on screen. 
However, better coopera- 
tion has been noted 
between Western European 
nations and those such as 
Thailand and The 
Philippines which have 
been notorious for lax poli- 
cies. 

Under; French law, both 
the provider of paedophilia 
materials and the user can 
be prosecuted and pun- 
ished. 



Spanish Judge Baltasar Garzon arrives at the House of Lord’s hearing regarding 
Pinochet’s extradition. Balthasar will listen as seven of Britain’s most senior judges 
decide on the validity' of Pinochet’s claim to immunity from prosecution on charges 
of murder, torture and kidnap outside his native Chile ("Reuters photo) 

Britain’s House of Lords 
reopens Pinochet case 


Court ruling awaited on arrest 
of Zimbabwean defence minister 


HARARE (AFP) — An 
editor spent his seventh 
day in military detention 
Monday as Zimbabwe 
anxiously awaited a court 
ruling on an application to 
have the defence minister 
arrested for defying a 
court order last week to 
free the journalist. 

The defence ministry last 
Thursday ignored a high 
court order for the release 
of Standard editor Mark 
Chavunduka, who was 
detained last Tuesday after . 
running a story about an 
alleged military coup plot 
and the arrest of 23 army 
officers. 

Lawyers acting on behalf 
of the paper Friday made 
an urgent application to 
the high court to jail 


Defence Minister Woven 
Mahaehi. Defence 

Secretary Job Whabira and 
a military police major 
involved in the arrest if 
Chavunduka was not 
released. 

A judge then set the 
hearins for Monday at 
4:00 p.m. (1600 GMT), 
“in effect sentencing Mark 
to another three days in 
detention.” according to 
Clive Wilson, the paper’s 
managing director. 

Chavunduka. who is 
being held at a military 
barracks in Harare, has 
been denied access to his 
lawyers and family. 

Defence Secretary 
Whabira refused to carry 
out the High Court order 
Thursday, saying: “The 


judge cannot direct us. We 
wilf move at our own pace. 
Any civilian who meddles 
in military matters is sub- 
ject to military' law." 

On Jan. 10 the Standard 
reported that 23 
Zimbabwean military offi- 
cers had been arrested for 
inciting colleagues in the 
army to topple President 
Robert Mugabe. 

The paper cited the harsh 
economic conditions in the 
country and Zimbabwe's 
intervention in the DRC’s 
civil war in support of 
President Laurent Kabila 
as the sources of discon- 
tent that led to the alleged 
plot. 

Mahaehi dismissed the 
story as a complete fabri- 
cation. 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Britain's highest court 
Monday was beginning a 
fresh hearing to decide 
whether former Chilean dic- 
tator Augusto Pinochet 
should be extradited to 
Spain to face prosecution 
for crimes against humanity. 

Seven judges from the 
House of Lords were to 
open proceedings at 11.00 
a.m. local time (1100 
GMT). 

They will spend several 
days examining the case, 
listening to both his sup- 
porters and detractors, each 
side determined not to lose 
out in this historic process. 

Spanish judge Baltasar 
Garzon. whose arrest war- 
rant against the 83-y ear-old 
general for terrorism, tor- 
ture and genocide sparked 
off what became a major 
legal and political wrangle, 
was to attend the hearings. 

The Chilean government, 
which claims to" be the only 
power with the right to tiy 
Pinochet and which has lob- 
bied for his release, will also 
be represented for the First 
time. 


The seven Law Lords will 
have to make a majority' 
decision on whether ihe 
retired junta chief enjoys 
immunity from prosecution 
as a former head of state or 
whether extradition pro- 
ceedings to Spain can go 
ahead. 

A Lords ruling in 
November — which 
involved only five Lords — 
that Pinochet could face 
prosecution was overturned 
by the house after it was 
revealed that one of the 
judges was a patron of 
Amnesty International, the 
human rights groups lobby- 
ing for die general's trial. 
None of the seven Lords 
taking pan in this week’s 
hearing, presided over by 
Lord Browne- Wilkinson. 
68. participated in the earli- 
er ruling. 

While four of them are 
seen as “moderates." 
nobody can predici which 
way the judgement will fall. 

Amnesty International 
also has been given a 
chance to plead before the 
panel. 

The group has continually 


argued that perpetrators of 
crimes against humanity- 
should be tried noi jusi for 
the sake of their victims but 
for the good of the interna- 
tional community as a 
whole. 

Amnesty International's 
lawyer Geoffrey Bindman 
said’ Monday that Pinochet 
must be made to face the 
consequences of his actions. 

“There should be no hid- 
ing place and no escape for 
anybody who has been 
responsible for torture, kid- 
napping and murder on the 
scale which is alleged 
against General Pinochet." 
he told BBC radio. 

Pinochet himself, under 
whose 1 973- 1 990 rule 
3.000 people disappeared or 
were murdered, told his 
family and close friends that 
he was resigned to dying in 
Britain if he loses his bid to 
return home, the press here 
said. 

“1 am resigned to my fate. 
Even if that means dying 
here. This is pan of my sac- 
rifice to the Fatherland." the 
Sunday Telegraph quoted 
him as savins. 


Japan and France share concern over N. Korea 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan 
and France voiced concern 
over North Korea’s mili- 
tary intentions in a ministe- 
rial meeting Monday, offi- 
cials said, and agreed to 
pursue Asia-Europe 
defence talks. 

Japanese defence agency 
director-general Hosei 
Norota and visiting French 
Defence Minister Alain 
Richard agreed to 


“exchange views on 
defence in Asia and 
Europe." a defence agency 
spokesman said. 

“As of now. we haven't 
worked out concrete coop- 
eration measures between 
the two nations." he added. 

Norota reportedly told 
the Frentih defence chief 
that despite a severe food 
shortage, “North Korea is 
seeking to modernise its 


military and is suspected of 
manufacturing nuclear 
weapons." 

Richard, the first French 
defence minister to visit 
here in seven years, was 
quoted as saying: “We 
share concern over the 
North Korean issue. We 
would like to continue 
exchanging views in the 
future." 

The French minister later 


told reporters he had noted 
a “substantial change in the 
climate" since North Korea 
launched a rocket that 
overflew Japanese territory 
on Aug. 31 last year. 

Richard, who also met 
with Foreign Minister 
Masahiko Komura. said he 
agreed with his hosts that 
uncertainty over 

Pyongyang's intentions 
was “an important destabil- 


ising factor" in the region. 

The United States had 
been Japan’s defence part- 
ner since World War II but 
Japan was “widening its 
horizons." he said, as wit- 
nessed by its decision to 
launch reconnaissance 
satellites following North 
Korea's rocket launch. 

Japan gave the final go- 
ahead in December last 
year for the launch of its 


first intelligence satellites 
in 2002. setting aside $97 
million for development in 
the year to March 2000. 

Pyongyang's rocket 
launch, first believed to be 
a ballistic missile test, 
deeply embarrassed Japan 
because its military failed 
to spot the rocket and then 
had to rely on U.S. and 
South Korean intelliaence. 


Yeltsin treatment to be 
based on medication, 


Japan’s opposition leader wins 
party poll, vows tough fight ahead 


not surgery 

MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Kremlin doctors i 
advised Monday that I 
President Boris Yeltsin 
should undergo a 
course of drugs to 
counteract an acute 
stomach ulcer, 

Interfax reported 
quoting presidential 
spokesman Dmitry 
Yakusbkin. 

The prescription 
issued by doctors at 
the Central Clinical 
Hospital where Yeltsin 
was hospitalised . 
Sunday apparently 
ruled out for the time 
being the possibility of 
surgery on the ulcer. 

Yakusbkin said that 
doctors, who convened 
Monday morning to 
consider how to treat 
Yeltsin, considered the 
Kremlin chief’s health 
satisfactory, Interfax 
reported. 


Following initial 
medical examinations 
Sunday evening, doc- 
tors said that the ulcer 
could be treated in two 
or three weeks without 
surgery, Interfax 
reported. 

Yeltsin’s persistent 
health woes have 
raised increasing 
questions over his fit- 
ness to govern. The 
Russian leader has yet 
to put in a day’s work 
at the Kremlin this 
year and was absent 
for long periods last 
year with bronchitis, 
nervous exhaustion 
and pneumonia. 

But Yeltsin has ruled 
out formally ceding 
his presidential pow- 
ers to the prime minis- 
ter, who would assume 
Russia’s • leadership 
should Yeltsin become 
incapacitated. 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
opposition leader Naoto Kan 
overcame a sex scandal to easi- 
ly retain his post in a 
Democratic Party poll Monday 
and vowed a tough fight with 
the government. 

Dogged by tabloid stories, 
which he denies, of an extra- 
marital affair with a woman 20 
years his junior. Kan took 180 
of the valid votes against 51 for 
his only rival. 40-year-old 
Shigefumi Maisuzawa, party 
officials said 

Two votes were invalid in the 
election, held by regional repre- 
sentatives and parliamentary 
members of the largest opposi- 
tion force, the Democratic 
Party. 

In a show of party unity after 
the election, 52-year-old Kan 
and Maisuzawa shook hands 
and raised them in a joint salute. 

Kan said his party would con- 
sider a no-confidence motion 
against Prime Minister Keizo 
Obuchi's administration after 
annual company results were 
announced around May or 
June. 

U would then ‘become clear 


whether the Obuchi administra- 
tion will be able to keep the 
promise of positive growth." he 
told a news conference. Obuchi 
has promised 025 per cent eco- 
nomic growth in the year from 
April. 

Kan, whose victory came on 
the eve of the opening of parlia- 
ment, has also demanded the 
dissolution of the lower house 
for snap elections before its 
four-vear term ends in October 
2000 ' 

He vowed to provide strong 
opposition to the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) and its 
new coalition partner, the 
Liberal Party. “We must stand 
against the coalition in cooper- 
ation with other opposition par- 
ties," he said. 

Asked about Kan's re-elec- 
tion. Obuchi told reporters he 
wanted to "‘work together for 
the sake of the country although 
we are on the ruling and oppo- 
sition sides.” 

John Neuffer. research fellow 
at the Mitsui Marine Research 
Institute, said Kan had been 
expected to win despite die sex 
scandal. 


“Even though Kan is getting 
beat up over the womanising 
charges and is widely disliked 
by his rank and file, the 
Democrats know he’s still the 
best thing they have going for 
them — he continues to rank as 
the most popular politician in 
Japan," Neuffer added. 

‘There is no one in che party 
who can come close to replac- 
ing him for the time being.” 

The prime minister mean- 
while met senior members of 
the LDP, Liberal Party leader 
Ichiro Ozawa and key ministers 
of the ruling two-party coalition 
at an inaugural monthly liaison 
meeting. 

Obuchi reshuffled his cabinet 
last Thursday after forging the 
coalition pact and brought in 
the Liberal Party's ex-secretary 
general. Takeshi Noda, as home 
affairs minister. 

“The government will make 
utmost efforts under close 
cooperation." the premier said 
after the meeting, according to 
officials. 

Ozawa later said: “1 am going 
to make desperate efforts to 
support this administration." 


A* poll showed support for 
Obuchi's cabinet rose to the 
highest level since he came to 
power half a year ago. 

The approval rale for 
Obuchi's cabinet rose to 26 per 
cent in January from 25 per 
cent in December. Jiji Press 
news agency said in the nation- 
wide poll conducted Jan. 9-12 
in the run-up to the formation 
of the coalition. 

The LDP-Liberal Party coali- 
tion holds a majority with a 

combined 303 seats in the 500- 
seat lower house but it falls 
short in the upper chamber with 
only 1 1 6 of the 252 seats. 

The coalition must now battle 
to pass crucial legislation dur- 
ing the next parliamentary ses- 
sion. including a record-spend- 
ing budget to boost the econo- 
my and laws to strengthen the 
defence relationship with the 
United States. 

Kan later vowed in a televi- 
sion interview to oppose the 
budget but the threat has little 
weight since the upper house, 
which the opposition parties 
control, cannot stop budget leg- 
islation. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 
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France honours Thai World War I 
hero and centenarian 

B ANGKOR ( AFP! — A World War 1 hero %vho is the. 
last surviving member of a Siamese force sent to; 
France to fight with the Allies was Monday presented 
with France s highest award, the Legion d Honneur. 
Centenarian Yod Sangrungruang was presented with 
the award bv French ambassador to Thailand Gerard 
Coste at hi’s home town of Phitsanulok, close to 
Bangkok. Yod Sanarungruang was part of the Royal 
Siamese Expeditionary Force of 1.284 men sent by the 
then kingdom of Siam, as Thailand was known to 
fight with the Allies in France in June ; 19IS, a few. 
months before the end of World War I. He had joined, 
the artillery in 1916, and after volunteering for the . 
expeditionary corps he served in the French army as- 1 
an air mechanic, based near the southern port of 
Marseilles. After demobilisation, he returned to : 
Thailand where he married and had nine children. He'*- 
served as a village headman for nearly 50 years. He ;. 
was awarded the honour in November as part of cele- 
brations markina the 80th anniversary of the end of 
World War I. France has decided to award the cheva- \ 
lier grade of the Legion of Honour to all surviving^ 
World War I veterans. The Legion d* Honneur was ere- ; 
ated in 1802 by Napoleon Bonaparre to reward sol- 
diers and civilians. 

ASEAN urged to field observers . 
to Indonesian elections . ; 

MANILA (AFP) — The Philippines has proposed to 
Singapore that both countries send observers to the 
general elections in Indonesia in June, Philippine 
Foreign Secretary Domingo Siazoo said Monday. -*T 
told Mr. Jayakumar that we could encourage ASEAN 
members to participate as foreign observers in 
Indonesia under the LiNDP.” said Siazon of his 
Singapore counterpart Svanmugam Jayakumar. The - 
three countries along with Brunei. Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar. Thailand and Vietnam make up the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 
Jayakumar is this year’s chairman of the revolving 
ASEAN standing committee. Separately. Jayakumar 
was told that the Philippines will send 200 election 
observers to Indonesia from the non-government 
group National Citizens Movement for Free Elections, . 
also known as Namfrel. Siazon said. Namfrel last 
week completed the training of 13 Indonesian moni- 
tors in preparation for the June 7 elections under an' 
arrangement with ihe U.N. Development Programme, 
the foreign department said. Indonesia, the largest 
nation in Southeast Asia, will have its “first real elec- 
tions” and it would be a gargantuan task involving 120 
million voters, Siazon said Monday. 

Provincial government in Indian _ 
northeast loses trust vote 

NEW DELHI, India (A P) — The government of a 
province tucked away in India’s remote northeast quit 
after it lost a confidence vote Monday, domestic news. * 
agencies reported. Gegong A pang, chief minister of 
the hilly Arunachal Pradesh state bordering China, 
resigned after his confidence motion failed to win a 
single vote with 36 against. Press Trust of India report- 
ed. After making a three-hour speech. Apang. head of 
a regional party, walked out of the house with his 22 
supporters before the vote was taken. Arunachal 
Pradesh is among the smallest of India’s 26 states, 
bounded on the north by China, east by Burma and 
west by the Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan. Political, 
leaders in Arunachal Pradesh and other small north- 
eastern states often complain they have no say in the . 
country's affairs. An estimated 106 tribes live ur 
Arunachal Pradesh, speaking about 50 different tribal 
dialects. Another party could now be given a chance to 
form a government, or elections could be called in the 
state. 

Crime up 4,6% in Paris in 1998 

PARIS l AP) — Crime jumped 4.6 per cent in Paris in 
1998, with a huge rise in thefts by pickpockets, espe- 
cially during the World Cup. the city police depart- 
ment announced Monday. The number of violent - 
crimes fell significantly, with a drop of 18 per cent in 
the number of armed robberies. The number of homi- 
cides was the second lowest in 25 years, with 1 12 peo- 
ple killed in 1 998 compared to 99 the year before. 

Chinese mine explosion kills one, 

10 missing 

BEIJING (AFP) — A coal mine explosion in northeast- 
ern China has left one dead and six injured, with 10 min- 
ers missing, official media reported Monday. The 
Xinhua news agency said the blast occurred Monday at 
12:45 a.m. 1 1700 GMT Sunday) at the Magu mine out-" ' 
side of Shenyang, the capital of Liaoning provinces T 
Authorities are investigating the cause of the accident, it 2 
said. Safety precautions are notoriously poor in China’s 
mining industry, which sees an average of 10,000 wort 
ers die each year. 

China crackdown on smuggling- .. 
yields military weapon haul 

BEUING (AFP) - — A crackdown by Chinese customs in 
troubled Xinjiang province has yielded an attempt to. 
smuggle military weapons and ammunition from 
Kazakhstan. Xinhua reported Monday. The officiaFnews 
®!S eiH iyj’ a,< l customs officers in Xinjiang handled more . 
™ l ™ juggling cases and confiscated goods worth. 

30 million yuan ( $3.6 million) in ] 998. Among the cases 
was the largest involving the discovery of military 
weapons being smuggled into China. Xinhua said. The; . 
sjx pistols, a submachine gun and 2,000 rounds of 
ammunition were hidden in a truck and driven frbtn- 
? e Korgas cross *ng into northwest- - . 
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Serb police resume attacks 


on village, NATO sends 
commanders to warn Belgrade 


Serb policemen move into position in Racak village, south of Stimljc, about 26 km south of the regional capital 
Pristina. Serbian police resumed their attack against ethnic Albanian guerrillas around the village where the bod- 
ies of 45 ethnic Albanians were found and who the villagers say were massacred by Serb police (Reuters photo) 

OSCE calls emergency meeting on Kosovo 


VIENNA (AFP) — The 
Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
i OSCE) called an emergency 
meeting Monday to discuss the 
crisis in Kosovo after the mas- 
sacre of 45 Kosovo Albanians. 

The OSCE's 54-rrember 
Permanent Council, due to 
meet at 11:00 a.m. ilOuO 
GMT), was expected to pass a 
-harsh'* resolution condemn- 
ing the killings, spokeswoman 
Melissa Fleming told .AFP. 

The resolution would also 
reiterate OSCE demands for 
unimpeded access for die 
Kosovo Verification Mission 
(KVM) and for investigators 
from the Hague-based 
International Criminal 

Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY). 

At least 45 Albanians were 
massacred Friday in the village 
of Racak in southern Kosovo. 
The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) met 


’Top Chinese envoy welcome to visit Taipei’ 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan 
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rune- President Lee Teng-Hui 
".j.mi said Monday that China's 
top envoy Wane Daohan 
-r-t inN was welcome to visit the 
. * '^d despite controversy 
'‘lI JmK over the terms of his pro- 
posed uip. 

“We welcome his visit." 
Lee said during a Heeling 
with Doug Bereuter. who 
heads the Asia-Pacific 
t .. . V = T0U P 0 F(1«= U.S. House of 
Representatives' intema- 
p ' , vjtd l * ona ^ relations committee. 
Yl , -ni- “l.have been earnestly 
'' ^'.i^ forward to Taiwan 

liiih-' '! \ * visits by mainland leaders." 

;lP ‘ ! ' Lee said, adding that hope- 
. --- 1 h-- " ' 1 fully they would come to 

niie. * eani a ^ out democrat isation 
|<jllS O' 1 * aid help improve ties. 

At a press conference 
after a private meeting with 
■ officials of the cabinei- 
level 


urgently Sunday and 
denounced the massacre but 
did not decide to intervene mil- 
itarily. 

A diplomatic source who 
asked not to be named added 
that discussions oil the word- 
ing of the resolution to be 
adopted Monday were "still 
under negotiation." but said 
Russia was trying to have it 
toned down. 

Fleming .said only: “I expect 
it w ill be quite harsh." 

A press conference was to be 
held after the Permanent 
Council meeting at the former 
imperial palace in Vienna, the 
Hofburg. 

An OSCE source said the 
OSCE's executive body was 
unlikely to consider the with- 
drawal of the KVM immedi- 
ately. although it was in con- 
tact with NATO officials over 
the threat of NATO action 
against Yugoslavia. 

""The only thing that would 


make us evacuate would be if 
NATO were to Man bombing." 
said the source. 

The diplomat said such a 
move could be considered "if 
something really horrible hap- 
pened to a KVM member." 

The OSCE was charged, 
under a deal struck Iasi 
October by U.S. envoy 
Richard Holbrooke, with 
deploying a 2.(.*30-strong 
KVM in the troubled province 
to monitor compliance with 
U.N. resolutions. 

The Racak massacre came 
almost at die same rime as two 
members of the KVM were 
injured by sniper fire in the 
troubled province — the first 
such incident for the OSCE 
mission since it began deploy- 
ing before Christmas. 

Investigations into ihe mass 
killing at Racak arc continu- 
ing. 

In a telephone conversation 
with Yugoslav Foreign 


Minister Zivadiu Jov anoxic, 
the OSCE’s current 
Norwegian chairman Knul 
Vu Ml- back called fur the ICTY 
to be allowed to investigate die 
Racak massacre. Louise 
Arbour, chief prosecutor of the 
Hague war crimes tribunal, 
was heading Monday for 
Kosovo to try to probe the 
massacre, which was allegedly 
carried out by Serbian security 
forces. 

Up to now, no ICTY investi- 
gator has been allowed into 
Kosovo, where Serbian police 
and troops are accused of 
resorting to atrocities in their 
drive to crush separatist insur- 
gents of the Kosovo Liberation 
•Army. 

In an interview Monday with 
the French daily Liberation, 
Arbour urged die authorities of 
the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia to facilitate access 
to Racak for ICTY’ officials. 


PRISTINA. Yugoslavia 
(AP) — Heavy fighting was 
repurted Monday in a tense 
Kosovo village where Serb 
police battled ethnic 
Albanian guerrillas even as 
two lop NATO generals 
headed to Belgrade to 
demand that President 
Slobodan Milosevic respect 
a cease-fire. 

Serb and ethnic Albanian 
sources in Kosovo reported 
the combat in the village of 
Racak, where bodies of 45 
ethnic Albanians were 
found over the weekend, 
bringing Serbia's province 
one step closer lo an all-out 
xvar and prompting interna- 
tional outrage. 

The lighting subsided by 
midday, local residents said, 
but the area remained tense. 

NATO met Sunday in 
demand that Serb- led gov- 
ernment forces stop their 
onslaught against the 
Kosovo ethnic Albanian 
rebels and that Yugoslavia 
allow the U.N. war crimes 
tribunal to investigate the 
killings in Racak. 

Gen. Wesley Clark, the 
alliance’s commander for 
Europe, and Gen. Klaus 
Naumann were due Monday 
afternoon in Belgrade to 
warn Milosevic to honour 
the cease-fire, agreed to in 
October under ."threats of 


NATO airstrikes. 

The chief prosecutor of 
the U.N. war crimes tri- 
bunal. Louise Arbour, 
planned in leave Monday 
tor Kosovo to investigate 
the massacre, regardless uf 
whether Yugoslav authori- 
ties granted permission. 

Elsewhere. die U.N. 
Security Council and the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
were planning meetings on 
Kosov o. 

Col. Mike Philips, an 
a 1 sisram to the Americar 
chief of international moni- 
tors in Kosovo, said Serb 
police announced early 
Monday they would move 
into die Racak area to con- 
duct a "search" lor Kosovo 
Liberation Army guerrillas, 
which typically means a 
crackdown is underway. 

Phillips said small arms 
fire Could he heard in the 
area Monday morning. Serb 
and edinic Albanian sources 
said heavy fighting had 
resumed. 

Fighting in Racak also 
flared Sunday when Serb 
forensic experts tried to 
enter the village w ith police 
escort, despite international 
monitors warning it would 
provoke clashes. 

The 45 bodies of ethnic 
Albanians, many of them 


mutilated. were found 
Saturday in a gully util-tide 
ihe village. 25 kilometres 
south of the provincial capi- 
tal. Pri-aina. 

Serb officials sjid the v i-_ - 
tints were KLA guerrillas 
killed in combat, allhuugh 
the victim'- included three 
women and a 12-year-old 
boy. Serbs accused the KLA 
<>t mutilating the bodies to 
make it look as if a massacre- 
had occurred. 

During the emergency 
meeting Sunday at NATO 

headquarters in Brusse! 
Belgium, ambassador-, of 
the ! met nber al I ianc .- 
condemned the atrocities. 

"Milosevic must comply 
w ith a!! his commitments to 
NATO." said Secretary - 
General Javier Solanu. The 
secretary -general said the 
order that gives NATO’s 
military arm authority to 
conduct airstrikes remains 
in effect. Bui his statement 
made no specific threat. 

NATO threatened 

airstrikes last year if 
Milosev ic refused to call off 
his offensive against ethnic 
Albanian rebels fighting for 
independence for Kosovo, a 
province of Serbia. 
Yugoslavia's main republic. 

Following intense negoti- 
ations with VS. envoy 
Richard Holbrooke. 


Milosevic agreed Oct. 12 to 

halt the seven- month ut ten- 
sive and begin talks with 
ethnic Albanians on 
Kosovo's future. 

Both sides, however, have 
rejected I'.S. proposals tor 
expanded self-rule for 
Kosovo. With diplomacy at 
a stalemate, prospects f«»r a 
full-scale resumption ««f 
fighting have increased. 

But Yugoslav officials 
showed no sign of backing 
down in the face of wlui 
they contider an ethnic 
Albanian threat to Serb con- 
trol of the province. Ethnic 
Albanian- I'nmi about 
per cent ol Kosovo s 2 mu- 
lion people, and many want 
independence. 

State-run media loyal in 
Milosevic was highly criti- 
cal at William Walker. L-.S. 
head of OSCE observers, 
who was the first to con- 
demn the massacre anJ 
blame the security forces. 
Several columnists in 
Monday newspapers 

accused Walker of siding 
w ith ethnic Albanians. 

The ethnic Albanian daily 
Koha Diiore reported 
Monday it had received a 
call from an alleged mem- 
ber of a secret Serb organi- 
sation who threatened 
Walker unless he apologised 
to the Serbs within 24 hours. 
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chairman of Taiwan's 
Straits Exchange 

Foundation tSEF), hinted 
that the government might 
make a reciprocal gesrure 
when Wang arrives. 

Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin met Koo in Beijing 
in October during a ground- 
breaking trip. 

However Taipei and 
Beijing are in dispute over 
preconditions for Wang's 
visit. 

Last Friday the SEF'x 
Chinese counterpart the 
Association for Relations 
Across the Taiwan Strait 
tARATSt said Wang would 
travel to the island "at the 
proper time." 

It asked the SEF to send a 
deputy secretary' general lo 
the mainland to work out 
details of the trip and 
demanded political and 
economic dialogue when 


Wang visits Taipei. 

SEF vice chairman Shi 
Hwei-Yow Saturday said 
Wang had set no terms Iasi 
year lor his planned Taiwan 
visit and he could not 
understand why Beijing 
came up with such 
demands now. 

Shi criticised what he 
called “bluffing" tactics 
which he said China 
employed before negotia- 
tions. Taiwan wants to keep 
any talks general. 

SEF and A RATS arc 
quasi-official bodies autho- 
rised to handle exchanges 
in the lack of official con- 
tacts. The two bodies held 
an historic dialogue in 
Singapore in 1995. 

Bui China put a second 
Koo- Wang meeting on hold 
and suspended other high- 
level contacts in mid- 1 9y5 
in protest at a trip to the 


United States by President 
Lee, which they saw as 
implying recognition of his 
status. China regards 
Taiwan as a breakaway 
province. 


Taiwan to build submarines with U.S. assistance 5 


TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — 
Taiwan will purchase and outfit 
six to 10 submarines based on 
German and American technol- 
ogy. .significantly upgrading its 
sea defences against rival 
China, a newspaper reported 
Monday. 

The first of the submarines is 
expected to be launched in 
2005, marking a major success 
for Taiwan's lobbying efforts in 
the United States and reflecting 
Washington’s concerns over 
China's growing naval power, 
the Llnited Daily News said. 

The subs wiil be based on 
Germany's advanced diesel 
powered U-209 modcL with the 
hull constructed by Electric 
Boat, Genera] Dy namic Corp.'s 
.submarine division, in the U.S.. 
the United Daily News report- 
ed. 

Electric Boat operates a ship- 
yard in Groton. Connecticut. 


although the newspaper report 
did not specify that is where the 
hulls would be built. 

The craft will then be outfitted 
with sonar, weaponry and other 
on-board systems from the U.S. 
and Europe, by the Taiwanese 
Defence Ministry's Chungshan 
Institute of Science and 
Technology and the state- 
owned China Shipbuilding 
Corp., the paper said. 

Taiwan also used foreign 
components in the J9X0s to 
develop the Indigenous 
Defence Fighter jet. The fight- 
ers filled a major gap in 
Taiwan's air defences at a lime 
when the U.S. and other coun- 
tries were refusing to sell new 
planes to Taiwan. 

No price tag was given for the 
subs, but Taiwan in 1 C NI 
attempted to buy a dozen U- 
209s from Germany for U.S. 
S 1 2 billion. Thai deal was 


rejected by Germany's Federal 
Security Council, which did not 
want to anger China. 

China claims Taiwan as a 
renegade province and prcs- 
>ures foreign governments not 
to rell any modem military 
hardware, especially sub- 
marines. to the island. 

Beijing downgraded diplo- 
matic relations with the 
Netherlands for three year, after 
the Dutch sold Taiwan two 
ZwaardiN conventional sub- 
marines in 1981. Taiwan also 
operates a pair of ageing former 
U.S. Guppy U-class sub- 
marines. 

Taiwan's Defence Ministry 
did not comment on the report, 
in keeping with its policy on not 
discussing w eapons purchases. 

China Shipbuilding Corp. 
Vice President Kuo Chung- 
king void his company had not 
received any information about 


participating in a project to pro- 
duce submarines. But he said 
the company has the necessary 
expertise if it is asked to join in. 

Obtaining a submarine licet 
has long been a lop priority for 
Taiwan's military , and President 
Lee Teng-Hui has made numer- 
ous personal appeals to 
Germany and the U.S. for assis- 
tance in buying or assembling 
subs. 

Some defence experts esti- 
mate Taiwan needs at least 10 
submarines to guard its waters. 

Though most of China's large 
submarine fleet is obsolete, it 
has increased the threat to 
Taiwan with the addition of 
modem nuclear-powered Kik*- 
class >ub> from Russia. 

Though it has diplomatic rela- 
tions with Beijing instead of 
Taipei, the U.S. is committed by 
law to ensuring Taiwan lias a 
credible defence. 
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Philippines death row convicts 
could swell to 50,000 in five years 


MANILA (AFP) — The num- 
kr of death row inmates in the 
. ^ippines could swell to more 

I Sf^ u ,.t 1 | an 50,000 within five years at 
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resolutions 


had hoped their approval would 
put pressure ivi the Supreme 
Court, whose 15 justices meet 
Tuesday to discuss whether to 
lift a temporary restraining 
order that deferred Echesaray s 
execution. 

But legislators opposed to the 
death penalty stalled the 
debates until late Monday. 

The House committee on 
rules agreed lo have all lour 
resolutions consolidated into a 
single document. A vote was 
expected Jaie Monday depend- 
in'’ on the presence ol a quo- 
rum as many of the 139 con- 
gressmen were already seen 
leavins. 

House speaker Manuel Vlllur 
however told reporters "we are 
not governed by any deadline, 
we are passing the resolution to 
express the sentiment o t the 
house for whatever purpose 

that it may sene" 

A five-year review by 
found a 65-fold increase in the 

numberofcondemnedpnson- 

to 819 as of end-1998, m 

list has since swelled to . 


"If titis partem is sustained, 
one can expect that by the year 
2003. there will be 50,765 per- 
sons confined at the country’s 
death row." the group said. 

National surveys point to 
huge support fur the death 
penalty, with the Roman 
Catholic church presenting the 
only other organised resistance. 

President Joseph Estrada has 
vowed k> veto legislation dial 
would seek to abolish or amend 
the statute, which he said was a 
crime deterrent. 

Lawyer Jose Manuel Diokno 
told a news conference the 
supreme court had approved 
the execution of 14 convicts 
this year, which would be the 
lamest single year of execu- 
tions in the country. 

The group said 100 people 
were executed between 1924 
and 1976. including 17 
Japanese war criminals who 
were hanged sometime before 
April 1950. 

Eighty-two convicts were 
executed by electric chair and 
one by firing squad. 


Ex-state prosecutor convicted of murder 


WILMINGTON. Delaware 
(AP) — Thomas Capano’s 
descent from Delaware's 
highest political and legal 
circles ended when a jury' 
pronounced hint guilty of 
murdering his mistress, the 
governor’s scheduling secre- 
tary. 

Now the only question is 
whether the conviction will 
cost the 49-vear-old former 
state prosecutor his life. 

The six-man, six-woman 
jury that found Capano guilty 
Saturday of murdering Anne 
Marie Fahey will begin a 
new hearing Wednesday — 
this time to determine 
whether or not il will recom- 
mend the death penalty. 

Following the announce- 
ment of the verdict Sunday, 
lead defence lawyer Joseph 
Oteri said that before explor- 
ing an appeal he first needs to 
protect Capano from execu- 
tion. 

"We hoped we had con- 
vinced the jury there was rea- 
sonable doubt,” Oteri said. 
"We will go on lo the penalty 
phase and save Tom's life." 

The guilty verdict against 
Capano came after three days 
of jury deliberation that 
capped a 12-week, high-pro- 
file trial. 

Without a body, a weapon 
or any concrete evidence lo 
prove how Ms. Fahey died, 
prosecutors used circumstan- 
tial evidence lo show Capano 
had planned her death. Jurors 
had to believe the crime was 
premeditated to convicl_ on 
the sole charge of finst- 
dcgrec murder. 

Capano — a member of 
one of Wilmington's most 
powerful families and a for- 
mer aide to both former Gov. 
Michael Castle and former 
Wi 1 mi ngton M ayor Dan id 


Frawley — admitted dump- 
ing Ms. Fahey's body aL sea. 
but said another mistress had 
killed her by accident. 

The trial had Delawareans 
transfixed, exposing sensa- 
tional details about some of 
the most influential people in 
this usually staid financial 
centre, with its lightly inter- 
locking circles of law. poli- 
tics and business. 

Capano. who Oteri said 
“I'ully believed he was going 
to be acquitted." stared 
stone-faced as ihe verdict 
was read to Superior Court 
Judge William Swain Lee's 
silent courtroom. 

Capano’s mother. 

Marguerite, burst into tears 
and his daughters held each 
other. On the other side of the 
room. Ms. 

Fahey’s sister, Kathleen 
Fahcy-Hosey. cried tears of 
relief. 

‘Tom Capano pul a lot of 
people through a lot of dis- 
tress. suffering and pain.’’ 
prosecutor Colm Connolly 
said after the verdict. “Our 
hearts go out to the Fahey 
family." When asked what 
punishment the Fahey family 
wished for Capano, her 
brother Robert Fahey said 
the family will remain silent. 

"ft's really up to the judge 
and jury to decide. We will 
be very comfortable with any 
decision they make." he said. 
"In some ways, life in prison 
could be a crueller punish- 
ment than death." For 2 1/2 
years. Capano had main- 
tained he didn't know what 
had happened to Ms. Fahey. 
30. after they dined al a posh 
Philadelphia restaurant on 
June 27, 1996. She was never 
seen again. 

Bloodstains were found in 
Capano’s house and investi- 


gators learned that Capano 
had replaced a rug and 
dumped a bloodstained .sofa 
at a family construction site 
not long after Ms. Fahey van- 
ished. 

In a stunning 
turnaround. 

Capano admit- 
ted on the stand 
that Ms. Fahey 
was killed at his 
house and he 
disposed of her 
body with his 
brother's help. 

He said anoth- 
er mistress. 

Deborah 
MacIntyre, had 
found him and 
Ms. Fahey 
together and 
threatened sui- 
cide. When she 
produced a gun, 

Capano said, he 
lunged for it and 
it went off. 
killing Ms. 

Fahey. 

Capano said 
he lied to protect 
Ms. MacIntyre, 
a former admin- 
istrator at a pres- 
tigious private 
school who had 
been his lover 
for IS years. 

The jury did- 
n't believe it. 

Ms. 

MacIntyre 
denied being at 
Capano’s house 
the night Ms. 

Fahey died and 
told investiga- 
tors Capano 
asked her to buy 
him a gun in 
May 1996, then 
asked her to lie 


about it. 

Prosecutors said Capano 
began planning the murder in 
early 1996. as Ms. Fahey’s 
relationship with another 


man deepened and she tried 
to extricate herself from her 
three-year affair with 
Capano. a married man with 
four teenace daughters. 



Convicted murderer Thomas Capano (left) walks from the court- 
house with a corrections officer , after being convicted of first 
degree murder in Wilmington, Delaware (Reuters photo) 
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King returns to people 


JORDANIANS WHO for the past months 
have been praying For the recovery of His 
Majesty King Hussein and for rain must be 
hopeful for a brief spell of sunshine to be able 
to go out and greet their beloved King and 
express their happiness over his safe home- 
coming. Those who cannot make it because of 
weather or distance will be glued to their tele- 
visions to watch the King’s arrival at Marka 
airport and the reception in the streets of 
Amman. 

It is not only that most Jordanians have 
known no other leader but that they know 
very well that through the King's vision, ded- 
ication and hard work, Jordan stands where 
it is today. King Hussein built a modern 
Jordan and its various institutions in the 
midst of a hostile region and with meagre 
natural resources. The King, aided by deter- 
mined men and women, instilled in 
Jordanians the importance of education, 
moderation, tolerance and the sense of 
belonging, values which set the Kingdom 
apart in an often turbulent region. Unlike 
many Arab leaders. King Hussein achieved 
most of the goals he set for his Kingdom by 
applying democratic and pluralistic princi- 
ples. 

In the last 10 years he further strengthened 
democracy in the country through the intro- 
duction of political reforms that led to the 
proliferation of political parties and newspa- 
pers. And today, the King says he will intro- 
duce additional reform, something that the 
people are more than eager to participate in. 

High in the minds of the people of course are 
further measures to enhance the economy and 
thus lead to the creation of more jobs and the 
alleviation of poverty. These steps, many 
Jordanians believe, need to be accompanied 
by a crackdown on corruption and inefficien- 
cy in the civil service. While Jordanians 
recognise that this government has started the 
battle against corruption they see that battle 
being won by the added weight of His 
Majesty’s support. 

As one professor commented recently the 
people are willing to tighten their belts if they 
see genuine reforms being effected. And they 
know very well that the King is determined to 
implement reforms at all levels of govern- 
ment. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AJ Dustour's Mazen Sake! said tbe Industrial Organising 
Unit is one of the most important achievements in the indus- 
trial sector and must be protected in order to organise nation- 
al industry, defend its interests, effectively participate in set- 
ting up legislation, regulations and policies that concern the 
sector. However, added Safari, tbe Amman Chamber of 
Industry, which last year began establishing industry cham- 
bers in some cities to support tire unit, has not yet found a 
solution for national industry to preserve its unity. Despite the 
delay in restructuring the unit and amending its regulations, 
and obstacles posed by the executive authority, the chamber 
must press ahead in its mission to reform the unit, because it 
is of national and industrial importance, said the writer. 
Without such improvements, Jordan's industrial body will be 
fragmented, Saket warned and urged the chamber, and the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry as well as all industrial activ- 
ities to make renewed efforts to implement die amendments. 


AI Dustour’s Abu Yazan said the state of drought that was 
officially declared by the government on Saturday is a 
“smooth” state of emergency announcement Governments 
usually declare a state of emergency during wars and natural 
disasters, and die drought in the Kingdom is.close (o being 
disastrous, claimed Abu Yazan. Figures for average water 
consumption from underground wells and renewable 
resources demand a declaration of a constant state of emer- 
gency. said the writer. An individual's share of water does not 
exceed 175 cubic metre a year and this means that the coun- 
try can be said to suffer from “extreme water poverty'." 
according to Abu Yazan. Moreover, that number is being 
steadily reduced with an increasing population and a high 
level of consumption resulting from economic and social 
modernisation. Since Jordan is geographically and economi- 
cally limited in resources, long-term national solutions are 
essential to solve the problem, but. said Abu Yazan. regional 
settlements are required too and these are conditional upon 
the resolution of the Iraq crises and the peace process. 


National challenges and needed transitions 


THERE IS much anticipation and 
excitement in Jordan today because 
of the return home of His Majesty- 
King Hussein after a six-month stay 
in the United States for cancer treat- 
ment, Beneath tbe surface of thus 
week's mass personal acclaim for 
King Hussein are deeper tales about 
issues that His Majesty himself has 
raised: the challenge of viable and 
durable statehood, and the quality' of 
life of the modem Jordanian citizen. 
For along with the joy for His 
Majesty's cure and his healthy return 
home, there is equally widespread 
expectation here that the King’s 
return will trigger what he called, in 
his television address to the nation 
Saturday, “a comprehensive review 
of our nation's progress" and the 
need to “address all issues and chal- 
lenges that occupy our minds.” 

The personal acclaim for King 


Hussein expresses people’s deep sup- 
port and love for him as their leader 


port and love for him as their leader 
since 1952 (a remarkable 47 years): 
its political dimension expresses 
broad, fundamental support for His 
Majesty's leadership style and the 
consequent impressive (development 
of Jordan since 1952. Even those 
who disagree with government and 
state policies on specific issues value 
His Majesty's role in making Jordan 
today a state where such disagree- 


ment can be discussed openly and in 
a civil manner — a state that is wide- 
ly respected for its combination of 
sustained material development, its 
respect for the freedom and dignity 
of the individual, and its sense of col- 
lective human solidarity. 

Typically, King Hussein has used 
the opportunity of this emotional 
moment to focus on the needs of the 
country, especially the need to identi- 
ty and address our most Important 
national challenges. Here are some 
thoughts from one Jordanian nation- 
al on how some of those challenges 
may be framed: 

1. We must make the transition from 
dependence to productivity: Jordan 
must make a sustained shift away 
from the citizenry's heavy depen- 
dence on the central government for 
their basic needs (jobs, education, 
health care): instead we must work 
towards a situation in which the state 
concentrates on protecting the needi- 
est in society, while encouraging the 
productivity of the most able" and 
dynamic. The recent budget debate 
was a troubling reminder of how 
most elected parliamentarians tend to 
breed greater dependency on tbe 
state, instead or furthering the 
dynamism and productivity of their 
own constituencies. 

2. We must make the transition from 


provincialism to cosmopolitanism. 
and from the personal to the political, 
in major aspects of our domestic pub- 
lic life. The modem pamripacoty and 
democratic political institutions of 
Jordan and all other Arab lands have 
earned only limited credibility and 
respect — because they tend to 
revolve primarily around personali- 
ties that represent deeper tribal 
regional, ethnic, or sectarian inter- 
ests. This relatively narrow personal 
and regional nature of our representa- 
tional public life will doom our 
democratisation process to chronic 
under-achievement, because it does 
not allow for real political account- 
ability to happen. 

Politics is the contestation of power 
to allocate scarce economic 
resources in an equitable manner 
among all in society, political leaders 
promote national development and 
long-term viability and well-being 
when they are truly held accountable 
for their actions. We still do not have 
real politics or deep accountability in 
Jordan or the Arab World, only polit- 
ical institutional forms copied from 
the West that translate into often 
superficial accountability - . 

Consequently, many Jordanian and 
Arab citizens fee) ihev are vic tims of 


View from the 

Fourth Circle 


r 

Rami G. Khouri 


injustices or inequities in society — 
that the powerful can exploit the sys- 


tem for their personal benefits with- 
out being held accountable to a single 
public standard of law or decency. 
King Hussein himself explicitly 
emphasised this in his letter of 
appointment of the Tarawneh gov- 
ernment last year, but the problem 
has been with us for years and 
re mains largely unaddressed. 

3. We must make the transition from 
biology to ideology, and from the 
needs of the group and the tribe to tbe 
rights of the citizen. Most power rela- 
tionships in Jordan and the .Arab 
World are still based on personal 
contacts and blood relations: most 
Jordanian and Arab citizens still turn 


to their cousins or friends in high 
places — rather than the political or 
legal system — when they need to 
redress a grievance. Biology and 
blood ties earned the world through 
most of its first ten thousand years of 
settled village and city life. Bui biol- 
ogy cannot function effectively as the 
primary medium of political and 
national life in an urbanised, glob- 
alised. commercialised, privatised, 
digitised, mobile, and wage-Iabour- 
based society such as we live in 
loday. We have to move towards 
public decision-making based on try- 
ing to ensure the equal rights and 
opportunities of all the citizens of the 
state, on the basis of the rule of law. 

These are some of the broad issues 
that I feel need to be addressed in 
Jordan and most of the Arab World 
in t be years and decades to come. His 
Majesty King Hussein’s joyous 
return home this week included his 
call on Jordanians to start addressing 
our national challenges, because he 
instinctively feels and knows where 
we have succeeded and where we 
still need to work hard to achieve 
success. We honour him and our- 
selves by being proud of our achieve- 
ments as a state, honest about our 
weaknesses as a state — and diligent 
in our determination to close die gap 
between the two. 



The ABCs of academics 


Don’t know your ACTS from your A-LEVELS? Don’t worry, 
help is at hand in the form of this ‘mini-dictionary’ guide for 
confused parents and students to the bewildering world of 
academic abbreviations. Part one appeared yesterday 


By James L. Gillespie 


GMAT The Graduate Management Admissions 
Test is the basic admissions test used for MBA 
programme as well as graduate programmes in 
areas such as finance. It includes two essays and 
multiple-choice sections dealing with verbal skills, 
mathematics, analytical skill and data sufficiency 
analysis. The examination is written for native 
speakers of English. Jordanian students will, there- 
fore. find the vocabulary expected of the studenito 
be vay challenging. The GMAT is now a CAT 
e xaminati on Contact AmidEast hr details. 

GRE The Graduate Record Examination is the 
basic admission test for students seeking to pursue 
graduate degree programme in areas other than 
business, law and medicine. There are two ele- 
ments to die GRE jTOgrarame. Then; is a general 
examination similar to SAT 1 that tests verbal and 
mathematical reasoning as well as a section to rest 
logic and analytical abilities. Since the GRE is 
written primarily for native English speakers, the 
vocabulary in the verbal section is very challeng- 
ing. The general GRE test is now a CAT exami- 
nation. GRE also offers subject area examinations 
in the field in which the student will pursue his/her 
studies. Not all universities or programme require 
subject examinations. The applicant should check 
the universities and/or programmes in which 
he/she interested to detennine if tire subject GRE 
is required. Contact AmidEast for details. 

IB The International Baccalaureate Programme 
is an international advanced-level curriculum of 
secondary education based upon examinations in 
six subject areas in addition to additional compo- 
nents in community service, research writing and 
theory of knowledge. Many universities award 
course credit for the successful completion of IB 
examinations The programme is adminiaered by 
the International Baccalaureate Organisation 
which is based in Geneva, Switzerland. The 
Ministry of Education recognises the- IB Diploma 
as a TawjW equivalence. 

ICE The International Certificate of Education 
is a coonfinaied programme of IGCSE studies 
based upon passing examinations in seven sub- 
jects distributed among five subject groups. 

IELTS The International English Language 
Testing System is an examination devised by the 
British Council to test tire readiness of students for 
study in an English language university. The 2 172- 
hour rest consists of sections cm reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking- It is used as an admission 
criterion for international students by universities 
in Britain and Australia. For (Us contact the 
British CounciL 

IGCSE Tbe International General Certificate of 


Secondary Education offers ‘O' -Level 

Examinations administered by UCLES. Although 
based upon the British model. IGCSE is designed 
as an internationally oriented early secondary 
school ( 16+) curriculum. 

LSAT The Law School Admission Test is the 
basic test for Admission for legal studies in tire 
US. It is administered four tiroes a year by Law 
School Admissions Services. It is divided into five 
multiple-choice sectioas: two sections of logical 
reasoning, analytical reasoning, reading compre- 
hension, and a section of experimental questions. 
There is also a writing sample which is not grad- 
ed, but which is sent "to tbe law schools to which 
the student applies For details contact AmidEast. 

MAT Miller Analogies Test Is a test of logic and 
thinking skills based solely on multiple choice 
analogies. It is used by some American universi- 
ties as a alternative to tire GRE as a test for admis- 
sion to graduate studies. 

MCAT The Medical College Admission Test is 
the entrance examination required by most med- 
ical schools in the US and Canada, ftk arfmirrrc - 
tered by the Association of American Medical 
Colleges. MCAT is a fiiD day examination that is 
administered in April and in August of each yean 
The MCAT has four sections: verbal reasoning, 
physical sciences /physics aaJ cbenmy), a writ- 
ing sample, and biological sciences (biology and 
organic chemistry). 

NMSQTSeePSAT. 

‘O'-Level Ordinary-Level examinations are 
early secondary school examinations in individual 
subjects undertaken after a two-year course of 
study. IGSCE and GCE (GCSE) curricula are 
based upon ‘O’-Levels. A candidate for admission 
to a British university should present at least six 
O'-Leveis in addition to two to three ‘A’-Levds. 

PSAT/NMSQT The Preliminary - Scholastic 
Aptitude Test is a shorter version of the SAT L It 
uses old SAT I questions, and it serves to introduce 
students to the skills and format of SATL Students 
often take this examination while they' are in tire 
eleventh grade. This same test also serves as tire 
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying lest 
which is used to identify students who are eligible 
for these scholarships. For Jordanian students! the 
PSAT is best seen as practice for SAT L For details 
contact AmidEast- 

SAT I Tbe Scholastic Aptitude Test is the wide- 
ly iced university entrance examination. El'S 
administers the SAT programme. Il is almost uni- 
versally used by North American universities as 
well as by American universities overseas such as 
TTk American University of Beirut SAT I is a 3- 
hour examination divided into section designed to 
test verbal and mathematical reasoning SAT I is 


supposed to test a student’s reasoning skills rather 
than the student’s knowledge. Since reasoning, 
however, can only be tested through word and/or 
numbers, the students basic knowledge is also 
tested. SAT I is written for native English speak- 
ers. Jordanian students, therefore, will find the 
vocabulary in the verbal sections very challenging. 
Students planning to take SAT I should work 
especially hard cm expanding their English vocab- 
ularies. For details amtart AmidEast." 

SAT D The Scholastic Aptitude Testing pro- 
gramme also offers a series of one-hour raultipte- 
cboice examinations in specific subjects. Although 
not as widely required as a university entrance 
qualification as SAT l many univasities require 
applicants to take horn one to three SAT n exam- 
inations. Students should check the requuemeots 
of the universities (and the specific university pro- 
grammes) to winch they intend to apply to deter- 
mine which SAT II examinations they might need 
to take. In Jordan, the Ministry of Education has 
established a Tawjrhi equivalence curriculum 
based upon scoring above 400 (SAT D. like the 
sections of SAT l is scored on a scale of 200 to 
SOU) on six SAT 0 examinations in specified con- 
tent areas. This programme is unknown outside of 
Jordan. The more normal ETS secondary pro- 
gramme in tire rest of tbe world is tire AP Diploma. 
For daails contact AmidEast and the Ministry of 
Education. 

TOEFL The Test of English as a Foreign 
Language is now aCATtest administered by ETS. 
ft is the most widely used measure of the ability of 
a student to study in an English language universi- 
ty. In addition to an essay, the rest has three mul- 
tiple-choke sections: Listening, grammar & struc- 
ture, ami trading 
tax AmidEast, 

UCLES The University of Cambridge Local 
Examinations Syndicate administers a number of 
programmes such as AICE IGCSE and ICE 
UCLES also administers several examinations. 


For further information: 


US. based tests: 

AmidEast — 586-2950 
British based tests: 

The British Council — 463-6147/8 


ThevriierisdieQuannmcftiieAcadmkCOmwee 
cfTheAnvricm Umvershy tf the Middle East. He is an 
atmwierforAPaidlE^fdsoxnvsasaconsubani 
io The Modem American School and The Sweis 
Educational Cemre. 


Best wishes 


To tbe Editor: 


THANKS TO God that His Majesty is well! We wish 
him a long and happy life. We are praying for his health 
and hope to see him soon in Amman. 


Yancak 
hr @ netvision.net.il 


For Senate there 
are lessons to be 


had from history 


Bv Andrew Gumbel 


‘THEY DID not know what 
impeachment was, exactly, but 
they bad a general idea that it 
would come in the form of an 
avalanche, or a thunder clap, or 
that maybe the roof would fall 
in.” Thus wrote Mark Twain on 
the eve of the only other 
impeachment trial to be held for 
a United States president — the 
unloved Andrew Johnson back 
in 1868. 

Then, as now. Congress was 
swept away by 


to conduct the reconstruction of 
the country after the civil war 
and his sympathies for former 
southern slave owners incensed 
the Republican-dominated 
Congress. 

Stanton became of the focus 
of his incessant tug-of-war with 
Congress because Johnson con- 
sidered him the Iasi key con- 
gressional ally left in his cabi- 
net When he insisted on his 
removal. Congress rose up in 
revolt dug up an old law (sub- 
sequently deemed unconstitu- 


rhetorical awe *- 

at the historical L. 

weight of its n 
deliberations. ti QDi 
Then, as now. 

nobody f-jC 

seemed too 

sure where the IDf* 

process would ‘ 1 

lead or what its Hcartr 
reverberations vVC7# Hu 

might be. In l n hn 
one respect *JWI II Ji 

perhaps, the et 

proceedings i 

have become 
more civilised: 

if Bill Clinton & 

believes he has fTOCn 
been on the ^ 

receiving end Ajgo 

of unkind jibes ° 

tra/torc 

adversaries, he 

can at least be thankful he was 
spared some of the more 
colourful epithets hurled at 
Johnson. 

One Republican House mem- 
ber denounced Johnson as “an 
ungrateful, despicable, besotted 
traitorous man — an incubus.” 
The editor of the New York 
Tribune. Horace Greeley, called 
him “an aching tooth in the 
national jaw, a screeching 
infant in a crowded lecture 
room. Amid the hysteria, par- 
ticularly in the - course of the 
House debate, Johnson was 
accused of dragging the robes 
of his office through “the 
purlieus and filth of treason” — 
and all this just because he had 
insisted on dismissing his 
Secretary of War, Edwin 
Stanton. Times have changed, 
of course, and while the 
ihetoric may have become 
more polite the issues have 
changed in weight and impor- 
tance. Johnson was the man 
thrust into the presidential lime- 
light after the assassination of 
Abraham Lincoln. A Democrat 
and a southerner brought on to 
Lincoln s Republican ticket in 
the name of national unity. 
Johnson had bis own ideas how 


One 

Republican 
House 
member 
denounced 
Johnson as 


ungrateful, 

despicable, 

besotted 


tional) on 
Tenure of 
Office and 
presented 1 1 
articles of 
impeachment to 
the Senate. 

The odds 
looked consid- 
erably longer 
for Johnson 
than they do for 
Clinton. Of the 
54 senators then 
sitting. 42 were 
Republican and 
only 12 were 
Democrats. 
Furthermore. 
Johnson • - 
enjoyed barely 
a fraction of 


Ginton's popu- 


traitorous man 5* -jyf 


power, Johnson 
organised a speaking tour around- 
the country and was heckled 
relentlessly across the Midwest 
“I never saw a man who 
seemed as friendless and for- 
saken. and I never felt for any . 
man so much,” an unusually 
sincere Mark Twain wrote for 
the Chicago Republican. 

What saved Johnson was r _a . 
growing realisation of tire 
absurdity of the charges against 
him. the possible damage 
removal from office might do to 
future presidencies, and misgivr 
ings about his putative succes- 
sor. It came down to the very: 
last vote — that of Senator 
Edmund Ross of Kansas who 
eventually sided with the presi- 
dent and was reviled as a per- 
jurer by many of his old friends. 

Johnson saw out his'ftlll.ttVtQi 
but his reputation never recov-_ . 
ered. The incident also did con- 
siderable damage to tbe coon- 
try's political institutions.^’ 
which, according to Twain, “are 
not merely food for laughter. ; 
they are an entire banquet'" 
Clinton may need to 
but the Senate had better 
out. too. ■- y-'MS'".. 
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Change of heart signals new direction for World Bank 
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in a new report, the World Bank has 
sketched the outlook for developing 
countries and Ike global economy, 
and within the doom-laden figures 
lies a significant shift in the bank 's 
altitude towards managing the 

world's finances. 

By Jeremy Scott- Joynt 

A YEAR AND a half after the Asian 
currency meltdown heralded the cur- 
rent crisis in global financial man- 
agement, the World Bank says it is 
learning the lessons. 

For the countries which bore the 
brunt, they are hard indeed. 

In 1997. 7 per cent of the world’s 
population lived in countries with 
shrinking per capita GDP. in I99S. 
the figure will be more than a quar- 
ter: Over a billion people, living in 
36 countries including Brazil. 
Indonesia and Russia. 

Global output growth last year will 
halve from the 1997 figure of 3.2 per 
cent, to just 1.8 per cent. 

In Indonesia, one of the countries 
worst hit. real wages fell by more 
than half, as the number of people 
classed as living in poverty cJimhcd 
by nearly 20 per cent. 

"Few disagree that the massive capi- 


tal inflows in the years lead me up in 
the crisis, and the subsequent rush for 
ihe financial exits, were among the 
major causes of the plummeting 
Hong Kong dollar, Korean won, 
Indonesian ruphia anJ Thai buhl, 
among others. 

Till now. though. anything 
approaching real, practical criticism 
ul the way the pieces of equity and 
capital markets fit together has been 
firmly on the agenda of the world 
financial system’s barons. 

No longer. According to the hank’s 
annual "Glohal Economic Prospects 
and the Developing Cuuniries" 
(GEPi report, it's always too much of 
a risk to rely on short-term money in 
the manner * • I the Soul I least Asian 
and Latin American countries caught 
in the currency crisis. 

Systemic crises. the report 
explains, have hecoinc both more 
common, and inueh more serious, in 
the last Mj to 15 years — which, 
although the bank makes no explicit 
connection, is roughly the period 
during which the "Washington Con- 
sensus" of open markets and minimal 
regulation as the cure for all ills has 
held sway. 

“The central conclusion tof the 
Report) is that it’s difficult to deal 


with these crises when they erupt." 
said Uri Dadush. the director of the 
Bank’s development prospects group. 

And. lie went on. that means trying 
to fix the problems in retrospect is no 
substitute for admitting the design 
flaw's that helped bring them about, 
and redesigning the systems accord- 
ingly. 

In a significant change of mood 
from two decades of pure laissez- 
faire nostrums, the report urges cau- 
tion in liberalising a country’s capital 
and financial accounts. If you jump 
feel first im») ihe global economy, ii 
says, you arc highly unlikely to final. 

And it doesn’t matter what prepara- 
tions you make. "With large inflows, 
yon are going to have a terrible time 
whatever system you have." said 
Dadush. 

In other words, the tribulations that 
both Hast Asia — and now the world 
— are lacing cannot simply be 
pinned on "corny capitalism.'' the 
favoured whipping-boy of recetil 
analyses of the crisis, or inadequate 
domestic systems of regulation and 
transparency. 

Instead, the blame has to laid at the 
door of “the interplay of weak 
domestic systems with imperfect 
international financial markets.’’ 


Which means that the much-dcrtd- 
cd "herd mentality" oi players tn the 
ghib.il finance arena — the tendency 
to lullow the pack, so when one insti- 
tution flees the rest follow — and the 
.tbvsin.il record «m accurate ri.sk 
assessment aie jiisi as much at fault 
as anything a single country ha> 
done. 

This luts led the hank to rethink n> 
policies on two main I routs. 

On one hand, file hank's "caution" 
about financial liberalism ion — not 
trade liberalisation, which is still 
seen widely as an unalloyed good — 
now- means that it supports the con- 
cept of control mi .short -term capital. 

"We need better mechanisms to 
dampen volatility .’’ said Mu>ood 
■Munail. the Hank’s vice president for 
economic policy. Thai means taxes 
and capital control-,. "They may have 
eosis" he continued, "hut they are 
outweighed bv the benefits.'" 

Time is up. in the Bank's view, for 
the excuse ilia! it bet all sal ion and the 
natural workings ot the global econo- 
my are natural force a before which 
we must all bow down. 

"People are going beyond accept- 
ing things as a fact of life, and actu- 
ally doing something about them." 
said Ahmad of international market 


"imperfections.” 

Mure than that, though, ihe bank 
has now fully accepted that social 
welfare is nut something that can be 
left out of the equation w hen draw ing 
up plans for the developing coun- 
tries. 

"Given that you can't avoid crises, 
you need belter social protection 
mechanisms." Ahmad said. AnJ even 
though the report speaks of social 
protection "during crises" for "the 
poor and other vulnerable groups." 
Ahmad went on to confirm that such 
measures cuuld not be retrofitted. 

"Social safety nets have to be in 
place beforehand," he said. "In 
Indonesia l last | year, the money was 
there. The mechanisms were the 
problem." 

Along with market reforms and 
domestic regulation, these are the 
yardsticks by which the hank will 
judge iisch in future. "We have more 
to do than we have been Joint* in the 
past." Ahmad said. 

The bank's change of hear: — sig- 
nal led in recent speeches by its pres- 
ident. James Wolfeiisohn. in which 
he stressed that the human cost m 
economic development could not be 
simply written oft" as "pan of the 
cure” — is a welcome .*ne. 


But the Bank is only pan of the 
story, h works in concert with ihe 
other international financial institu- 
tions tlFls). particularly the 
International Monetary FundiIMFl. 

And the GEP was released in a 
week when it became clear that the 
IMF's prescription for Brazil's 
bailout package — $41.5 billion in 
new loans — involved swingeing 
cuts in social programmes and in sus- 
tainable development projects within 
the Amazonian rainforest which, 
ironically, are backed by World Bank 
money. 

Clearly, any shin within the IFIs 
towards a mure realistic, and less 
quasi-rcligiuus. view of global mar- 
kets is a welcome change from the 
norm. 

Bui the bank should add a fourth 
priority to the three listed above: 
Conniving its colleagues that they, 
loo. need to loam ihe tough lessons 
of the present crisis. Otherwise the 
increasing propensity of the world 
economy regularly to fall apart at the 
seams vvill continue to be seen as a 
fact of life, a Jaw - of nature — not an 
artefact of human fraillv and human 
folly. 

— Gemini .Wh %. 



Greenpeace warns of Russia plan to import N-waste 
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1 Reuters 

!tHE ENVIRONMENTAL group 
I Greenpeace said on Tuesday Russia 
| was considering importing nuclear 
l waste from Switzerland for long- 
term storage in a move it called 
illegal and environmentally risky. 

A Russian Atomic Energy Min- 
istry official who took part in Sep- 
tember talks in Zurich confirmed to 
j Reuters Moscow was exploring 
1 reprocessing and storing spent fuel 
I from Switzerland and other Wesi- 
! era nations but had struck no deals 
vet. 

\ “There were such talks, but that 
! does not mean that Russia or Russ- 
ian representatives have agreed to 
I import or export anything." said 
Boris Nikipelov, a ministry market- 
ing expert. 

“The question is being studied in 
Switzerland and France and Ger- 
many and in the East." In Zurich. 
Swiss utilities acknowledged hav- 
ing held talks on storing nuclear 
waste in Russia, but they did not 


inform Swis* authorities since no 
contractual agreements had been 
made. 

"A memorandum of understand- 
ing is not a euntraet and thcrelorc 
not presented to authorities.” the 
Swiss utility NordosLschweiz- 
erische Kraft werke iNOK) Naid in a 
statement which it released on 
behalf of itself and other nuclear 
utilities. 

Greenpeace released a September 
1 7 document signed by Russia and 
a Swiss utility official from Elek- 
trizitaets-Gescllschaft Laufenburg 
AG expressing Swiss interest in 
sending spent fuel to Russia for 
permanent storage. 

"Such a shipment is completely 
illegal under Russian environmen- 
tal law." Greenpeace anti-nuclear 
campaigner Igor Forofontov said. 
"Society knows nothing of these 
activities.” NOK said the fact that 
Sw'iss utilities have made various 
international contacts to talk about 
permanent international storage 
sites has been publicly known for 
vears. 


The memorandum did nothing 
more than confirm talks would also 
be held with Russia about the pos- 
sibility of internal iona I long-term 
storage of radioactive nuclear 
waste, it added. 

A spokeswoman for Switzer- 
land’s Environment. Energy and 
Transport Ministry said" they 
learned of the memorandum from 
the Greenpeace statement. 

Nikipelov, one of two ministry 
officials present at the talks, said 
nuclear officials were trying to 
change a 1991 law that allows 
reprocessing but not storage of for- 
eign waste. 

"Before reprocessing you need to 
have storage.” he said. 

Many countries import ur export 
nuclear power plant waste, but the 
issue alarms some Russian expens 
who say the country is already 
unable to handle its own waste left 
from the Soviet era. 

Before the 1991 law was adopted. 
Russia imported waste from coun- 
tries using Soviet-designed nuclear 
power plants including Ukraine. 


Lithuania and Finland, officials 
said. 

"All necessary safety measures 
are taken: a special train, reinforced 
security." said Yuri Bespalko, a 
spokesman l«*r Russia's Atomic 
Energy Ministry. "So lar there is no 
basis to sound an alarm. This alarm 
by Greenpeace is a false alarm." If 
the nuclear waste imports from 
Switzerland lake place from 2ftft(J 
to 2030 as outlined in the prelimi- 
nary protocol, it would be the first 
time Russia had accepted nuclear 
waste from Western-designed reac- 
tors. officials said. 

Environmental officials estimated 
Russia stood to earn between $270 
and $I.UtM) a kilogramme by taking 
nuclear waste, with the Swiss pro- 
tocol calling for several thousand 
tonnes to be sent to Russia over the 
30-year period. 

Such amounts mean billions of 
dollars for cash-strapped Russia, 
but political pressure front environ- 
mental groups has already ended an 
agreement to process Finnish 
nuclear waste. 


Killer bees make their debut in California 
as nature imitates Hollywood 
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! “KILLER BEES arrive" screamed 
: one headline that seemed like HoIJv- 
J wood disaster film hvpe bur sig- 
| nailed a real invasion of a deadly 
I spiles of bee that officials say arc 
i fere to stay. 

Photos of the fierce hybrid of 
African and European bees appeared 
j in the Los Angeles Daily News hov- 
i ering over a map of sprawling Los 
I Angeles County like so many troops 
! about to hit the beach at Normandy. 
i Cato Fiksdal. the Los Angeles 
‘County agricultural commissioner, 
j warned Californians of the lethal 
! potential of swarms of Africamsed 
■ bees. But personally, he was san- 
j s nine about the bee with a long rap 
! sheet. 

i "There are lots of risks in life. W? 

I leant to adapL This is another well 
[ feve to adapt to,” he said. "I'm not 
overly concerned.” 

Asked what were the possibilities 
J of eradicating them, he responded: 

{ “None. They will be with us forever." 
.The “killer bees" respond with 
lightning speed, perceiving threats 
from 16 metres away, and can be ngi- 
tated by vibrations from power 
^uipment 30 metres or more from 

ifenesL 

j Their potential to kill has spawned 
I hysterical newspaper and exaggerut- 
I ^ magazine articles that inevitably 
! kd lo Hollywood, which has pn> 

| toced several piciures portraying 
i roassive swarms invading cities and 
I towns. 

1 The bees have killed five Anieri- 
1 ^ since migrating through Mexi- 
00 from South America. They were 
^ spotted in California late last 
J’fcar in a suburban Lawndale a part - 
building in Los Anaeles Coun- 

iy- 

Uke their European counterpart, 
ife African bee produces honey and 
^ only sting once. But what sepa- 
? les h from its tamer cousins is the 
ferocity and persistence of it* 
attacks. 

.“They arc deadly when aggres- 
Fiksdal said. “If you disturb 
* colony they will come out in 



Killer bees at hive (file photo) 


Unlike European honey bees... 

African bees will chase an 
attacker for a quarter of a mile 
and sting by the hundreds 


mass. Tliev will continue their attack 
relentlessly until they feel the threat 

is gone. . 

Unlike European honey nets 
which will pursue threats tn small 
numbers for a short distance. A Incan 
bees will chase un attacker tor a 
quarter of a mile and sung by the 

hundreds. . . 

Sun nested response to an attack is 
to find shelter in a car or building. It 
there is no shelter. Fiksdal said, ‘just 
run." For those who seek escape by 


jumping in the water, the bees will 
hover and wail for the victim u» sur- 
face. 

So far, in the past eight years they 
have spread through parts of Texas. 
Arizona and New Mexico, and Fiks- 
dal said they cuuld migrate further 
north and cast depending on their 
ability to adapt to shifting tempera- 
tures. 

The African bee arrived in the 
hemisphere in the 1951K when 
Brazilian geneticists decided that 


they might he better suited to South 
America's tropica! climate than 
European honey bees. 

But they were released from the 
breeding programme before selec- 
tion \v;ls completed and have spread 
at a remarkable 48ft kilometres per 
year ever since, making their U S. 
arrival inevitable. 

Their incursion into California has 
consequences fur agriculture, a 
muitibillion dollar industry in this 
state. 

Beekeepers may provide the best 
defence, according to entomologist^ 
Kirk Vixscher of the University ol 
California at Riverside, as ihe feral 
African bees and the European bees 
in apiaries compete for lood. 

To ensure that European hives 
remain pure, beekeepers will regu- 
larly have lo change the queen bee to 
ensure the hive is not colonised by 
African bees - and dicir queens. 


Vicious cycle of global 
warming hits ocean 


By Michael Kahn 

Reuters 

GLOBAL WARMING 
could disrupt the ability 
of a large portion of the 
world's oceans to absorb 
carbon dioxide front the 
atmosphere, setting off a 
vicious cycle in which 
the earth gets even hotter, 
researchers said on 
Thursday. 

Evidence from a new 
study indicates that some 
conditions scientists 
think will occur with 
global warming may pro- 
mote the growth of algae 
in the Southern Ocean 
that do not absorb carbon 
dioxide us well as others. 

These waters around 
Antarctica make up ill 
per cent of the world's 
oceans and play a signifi- 
cant role in soaking up 
carbon dioxide, a green- 
house gas seen as one of 
the main causes of global 
warming. Kevin Arrigo. a 
biologist at NASA-God- 
dard Space Flight Centre 
in Maryland, who led the 
study, said. 

"The capacity for the 
Southern Ocean to take 
up carbon dioxide might 
he reduced.” Arrigo said 
in a telephone interview. 

Since carbon dioxide 
contributes to global 


warming. scientists 
believe a growing build- 
up of the gas would make 
the environmental prob- 
lem increasingly worse. 

Plants “breathe’’ carbon 
dioxide and help control 
the balance of the gas in 
the atmosphere. About 
half the plants that use 
this gas are in the oceans. 
Arrigo said. 

But the earth's rising 
temperatures create an 
environment where some 
phytoplankton. called 
diatoms, begin to domi- 
nate over single-celled 
algae called Phaeocystis 
Antarctica, which arc 
better at absorbing car- 
bon dioxide. 

"Given the same 
amount of nutrients. 
Phaeocystis Antarctica 
takes up almost two times 
as much carbon dioxide ” 
Arrigo said. 

Writing in the journal 
Science, the researchers 
said increasing stratifica- 
tion of the Southern 
Ocean, or differences in 
water density at different 
depths, was the change 
causing diatoms to domi- 
nate the environment. 

Normally there is very 
little si ratification in the 
Southern Ocean because 
frequent strong winds 
keep the waters well 


mixed. Arrigo said. 

But the increased pre- 
cipitation that scientists 
predict will happen with 
global warming means 
more diluted water is sil- 
ting on the top. making 
the waters more difficult 
to mix. 

This causes the death of 
the more efficient car- 
bon-eating phytoplank- 
ton. 

"If global warming con- 
tinues with increased pre- 
cipitation in the Southern 
Ocean, there will be more 
stratification and that 
will favour diatoms.” 
Arrigo said. 

The study, which took 
place during a month- 
long expedition during 
the Antarctic summer, 
was also one of the first 
to show that some types 
of algae absorb carbon 
dioxide better than oth- 
ers. 

Arrigo said know ing 
how much atmospheric 
carbon dioxide the 
oceans use is important 
for scientists when trying 
to predict climate change. 

"We need to understand 
the capacity ol the 
world’s oceans to lake up 
all this carbon dioxide.” 
he said. "At some point 
the ocean might reach its 
limit and shut off." 


Hollywood heart throb 
Leonardo DiCaprio denies 
damage to island beach 


Agcr/ct France Pir\u‘ 

‘TITANIC" FILM star 
Leonardo DiCaprio tried to 
calm an environmental row 
raging over his new movie 
Monday, insisting he loved 
Thailand and would not tol- 
erate any damage being 
done to a picturesque beach 
used in filming. 

Environmental campaign- 
ers claim alterations made 
to Maya beach in southern 
Phi Phi island national park 
for the mov ie "The Beach 
will min the ecosystem of 
an idyllic buy. 

But DiCaprio. star of the 
multi-Oscar winning 
"Titanic,” said he would 
never be associated with a 
project that damaged the 
en\ irunment. 

“Before I arrived in Thai- 
land. I was assured that 
nothing done hy 2(llh Cen- 
tury Fox would have any 
detrimental effect whatso- 
ever. and that the island of 
Phi Phi would be returned 
to its natural state. 

Tn iny two weeks here I 
have seen extraordinary 
measures being taken to 
protect the island, and I 
pledge to remain vigilant 


and tolerate nothing less 
than ihexe maximum 
efforts." he said in a state- 
ment. 

"Preservation of the envi- 
ronment has always been of 
the utmost importance to 
me and l would never be 
part of any project that did 
anything to harm nature. 

"I love Thailand. This 
country is magnificent, the 
people are especially warm 
and welcoming and I feel 
privileged to be filming 
here." 

DiCaprio on Saturday 
became the target of 
protests against the movie 
when campaigners mount- 
ed a demonstration on boats 
outside the luxury hotel at 
southern Phuket Island 
where he is staying. 

Others demanding access 
to the film set argued with 
Fox representatives on a 
police launch guarding the 
entrance to Maya bav at Phi 
Phi. 

Campaigners claim pro- 
ducers Fox have churned up 
dunes, ruined the ecosys- 
tem of the beach by planti- 
ng palm trees and ripped up 
vegetation vital to binding 
the beach together. 


They say that come the 
rainy season later this year 
sands will be sw ept into the 
sea and damage exquisite 
natural coral. 

Fox denies the charges, 
and has defeated two 
attempts to win injunctions 
from opponents who want 
shooting to be halted until a 
full court ease in March. 

The film giant has already 
shelled out for a Sl38.Sftft 
bond against ecological 
damage. A fresh petition 
has been lodged with the 
court calling on them to pay 
a S2.7 million bund against 
environmental damage. 

The row over the film has 
been brewing for months 
and has involved protests, 
sit-ins and a letter campaign 
in Thai newspapers. 

‘The Beach.” based on 
Alex Garland’s cult novel 
of the same name, tells the 
story of a traveller whose 
infatuation with Thailand 
leads him to a remote island 
inhabited by a community 
of displaced Westerners. 





OPEC oil revenue 
reportedly fell $62b in ’98 


PARIS c AFP) — OPEC 
countries' oil revenue 
plunged by S62 billion, or 
35.6" per cent in 1998 to 
their lowest levels in 
almost a decade, the spe- 
cialist weekly Peirostrate- 
gies said Monday. 

Total oil revenue for the 
1 1 members of the Organi- 
sation of Petroleum 
Export! ns Countries 

(OPEC) fell to SI 12 billion 
in 1998 from S175 billion 
the previous year, the 
weekly said. 

"It is the lowest level of 
revenue since 1989." the 
weekly said, and was due 
to a steep fall in oil prices, 
with the average price of 
OPEC oil falling 37 per 
cent to SI 1.8 from S18.6 
in 1 997. 

The biggest sufferer was 
Indonesia, whose revenue 
fell 42.8 per cent to just 
over S3 billion from S5.3 
billion in 1997. according 
to figures compiled by Pet- 
rostrate tries. 


Bui most other OPEC 
members suffered a fall in 
revenue of at least 30 per 
cent, with the exception of 
Qatar, whose oil income 
fell 29.9 per cent to S3.6 
billion from S5.2 billion. 

Iraq boosted its oil rev- 
enue by 1 1.8 per cent to 
S5.16 billion, but this was 
only because it doubled the 
amount of oil it exported 
under an oil-for-food deal 
with the United Nations. 

Petrostrategies also found 
that OPEC oil exports 
increased 1.9 per cent in 
1998 to an average 26.4 
million barrels a day from 
25.9 million in 1997. 
despite pledges by OPEC 
members to cul output in a 
bid to boost prices. 

Meanwhile, the global 
slump in oil prices has hit 
Russia hard, slashing near- 
ly 30 per cent from the 
country’s revenue from oil 
exports last year despite a 
10 per cent increase in pro- 
duction. statistics released 


by the customs service 
showed.- 

Russia's oil exports for 
the first 1 1 months of 1998 
were worth 29.7 per cent 
less than in the same period 
in 1997. while expons for 
the period totalled 1 1 6.43 
million tonnes of oil. a 10 
per cent increase on the 
same period in 1997. 

Because of the drastically 
reduced oil prices, revenue 
from the Russian oil sales 
dropped by $3.76 billion in 
1997. Revenue had reached 
SS.89 billion in 1997. 

To compensate for the 
price fall, oil companies 
are expected to announce 
that in 1998. oil production 
increased to a new record 
level of 295-300 million 
tonnes. 

Exports of gas. crude and 
derived products make up 
42 per cent of Russia's for- 
eign currency earnings. 

Russia is the world's 
third largest producer of 
oil. 


Brazil currency float puts 
onus on fiscal discipline 


WASHINGTON (R) — Brazil 
said Monday it will initially 
defend its free floating curren- 
cy with higher interest rates, 
while pressing ahead with 
reforms to put its fiscal house 
in order. 

Finance Minister Pedrc* 
Malan said he had convinced 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the U.S. Trea- 
sury that a floating exchange 
rate was the best option for 
Brazil, discarding a new peg to 
the dollar or a rigid currency 
board. 

Malan said markets has 
reacted "reasonably" and 
would set a new value for the 
Brazilian currency, the real, 
over the next few days, accord- 
ing to supply and demand. 

He said Brazil did not need 
more financial aid and had not 
sought early disbursements 
from a S4I.5 billion interna- 
tional rescue package mar- 
shaled by the IMF in Novem- 
ber to defend the real from 
speculative attacks in the wake 
of the Asian and Russian 
crises. 

“We are in a different world 
in which we are not defending 
a given exchange rate peg. and 
therefore there is no loss of 
reserves to defend the peg.” 
Malan told a press conference 
at the IMF after a weekend of 
emergency talks. 

Brazil's central bank 
announced earlier Monday that 
it would allow the real to float. 


abandoning a policy of holding 
the currency within a broad 
range against the dollar. The 
bank said it would only inter- 
vene occasionally, and in a 
limited way. to curb steep 
swings in the currency’s value. 

The real, which lost 15 per 
cent of its value last week, was 
trading down at 1 .59 reals per 
dollar on Monday afternoon in 
Sao Paulo. 10 per cent weaker 
than its Friday close. 

Malan said Brazil's interest 
rates would have to remain 
high for the near future, and 
any reduction would largely 
hinge on country's ability to 
rein in its large fiscal deficit, 
equal to eight per cent of the 
country’s output. 

“I am recommending that the 
committee on monetary policy 
discuss a widening of the inter- 
est rate band to allow the active 
use of interest rates, with an 
initial upward bias that may be 
required to maintain low infla- 
tion.” he said in a statement 
issued after the press confer- 
ence. 

He said monetary policy will 
respond promptly to any sig- 
nificant depreciation of the real 
and keep inflation low. 

Malan said it was too early to 
estimate the impact the devalu- 
ation will have on growth in 
the world's eighth largest econ- 
omy. which has been plunged 
into a recession by global 
financial turmoil. 

But he said inflation would 


continue to be single-digit this 
year, most likely around 6-7 
per cent 

With a floating exchange 
rate. Malan said Brazil had to 
redouble its efforts to achieve 
fiscal austerity to maintain 
confidence in its finances. 

He said the government will 
seek to speed up reforms of the 
social security and tax systems 
in congress. 

"Additional measures will be 
adopted, as appropriate, to deal 
with the fiscal impact of the 
exchange rare devaluation,” he 
said. 

Malan said Brazil was com- 
mitted to fulfilling the fiscal 
taigets laid out for the next 
three years in a programme 
agreed to with the IMF last 
November in return for finan- 
cial support 

But he said some targets will 
have to be renegotiated to take 
into account the new exchange 
rate. 

“We will have to redefine the 
bask framework and some of 
the key parameters of the pro- 
gramme.” he said. 

The IMF said in a statement 
it would send a team to Brazil 
soon to draw up a new mone- 
tary and macro-economic 
framework. 

IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus welcomed 
Brazil's assurances that it will 
cont—je its fiscal reform and 
privatisation programmes and 
keep inflation down. 


Dollar’s dominance is 
over, Miyazawa says 


TOKYO (AFP) — The dol- 
lar’s dominance in global 
markets is over following 
the euro's launch. Japanese 
Finance Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa said Monday. 

‘The dollar's one-curren- 
cy dominance is over.” 
Miyazawa said in an inter- 
view with Kyodo News. 

“For the countries that 
think pegging their curren- 
cies to the dollar alone is no 
good. 1 propose their curren- 
cies be linked to a basket in 
some cases." he told the 
news agency. 

Miyazawa said global cur- 
rency issues would be dis- 
cussed at a Group of Eight 
(G-8) summit in Cologne 
after the launch of the euufo. 

“The currency issue will 
be on the agenda of the 
Cologne summit.” Miyaza- 
wa said. 

“I hope some ways (to sta- 
bilise currency markets) will 
come out of the session. For 
now. I hope exchanges of 
information and policy con- 
sultations will be promoted 
further though these mav not 


grab the headlines." he 
added. Leaders of the G-8 
— Britain. Canada. France. 
Germany. Italy, Japan, Rus- 
sia and the United States — 
are to meet in the German 
dry in June for their annual 
summit 

Miyazawa also said some 
steps needed to be explored 
at the summit to prevent 
hedge fund operations 
involving large, unchecked 
capital flows across borders 
from badly affecting emerg- 
ing market economies. 

Hedge funds are consid- 
ered to be a major force 
behind the financial storm 
that swept Asia during the 
past 1 8 months. 

On Brazil's economic 
woes. Miyazawa said global 
markets reacted favourably 
to its decision over the 
weekend to float the real. 

He said it was necessar> r to 
watch the currency's move- 
ments and the Brazilian gov- 
ernment's policy for a tittle 
longer before judging at 
what level the real should 
settle. 


China sees shortfall 
of 16m jobs in 1999 


BEIJING (AFP) — Sixteen 
million Chinese will be 
unable to find work this 
year as the labour market is 
flooded with laid-off work- 
ers. fresh graduates and 
demobilised soldiers, 
according to an official esti- 
mate reported Sunday. 

The ^projection comes as 
China is hit by an apparent 
wave of social unrest 
despite warnings from the 
leadership that it will crack 
down hard on any form of 
"instability” during the 
coming year. 

“China's experience in 
the last two years clearly 
shows that the fight against 
unemployment is a more 
arduous task than control- 
ling inflation. " Ministry of 
Labour and Social Security 
expert Mo Rong told the 
China Dailv Business 
Weekly. 

Mo said the number of 
people seeking jobs is 
expected to hit 30 million in 
1999. but with economic 
growth slowing. only 

around 14 million new 
positions would be created. 

“This leaves almost 16 
million people who will be 
unable to find a position 
through the labour market," 
Mo told the paper, adding 
concerted efforts were 

needed to create jobs and 
provide training pro- 
grammes for the unem- 

ployed. 

The government’s 


attempts to throw off the 
burden of a cradle-to-grave 
welfare system and reform 
ailing state-owned enter- 
prises has led to millions of 
redundancies every year 
and sparked fears of grow- 
ing social unrest. 

Retired and laid-off work- 
ers frequently stage protests 
in major Chinese cities, 
sometimes blocking roads 
and railways, or sitting in at 
their places of work in 
protest at their employers' 
failure to pay them. 

China does not allow any 
trade unions or labour 
organisations other than 
those sanctioned by the 
Communist Party and’ regu- 
larly throws unofficial 
labour organisers into 
prison. 

The government has 
already laid off more than 
10 million workers from 
‘ loss-making state enterpris- 
es and plans to cut six mil- 
lion more jobs in 1999. 

President Jiang Zemin 
vowed in a speech to the 
nation to “nip in the bud” 
any form of social unrest as 
China entered 1999. a year 
of politically sensitive 
anniversaries. 

Jiang highlighted unem- 
ployment as the problem 
most likely to lead to social 
unrest. Ailing state-owned 
companies, dwindling rural 
incomes, rising crime rates 
and official corruption were 
also cited 


THE Daily Crossword Edited 


by Wayne Robert Williams 


Peanuts 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, January 19, 1999 


Foreign investment in Israel 
plunged 40 per cent in 1998 


TEL AVIV (AFP; — -After 
several years of steady 
growth, foreign investment 
in Israel plunged 40 per cent 
in 1998 from the previous 
year, the Bank of Israel 
reported Monday. 

Total foreign investment 
in Israeli firms, including 
purchases in companies list- 
ed on U.S. stock exchanges, 
fell to S2 billion last year 
from S3.45 billion in 1997 
and S2.82 billion in 1996. 
the bank said. 

The drop was due to a fall- 
off in purchases of Israeli 
stocks on the New York and 
Tel Aviv bourses from SI. 9 
billion in 1997 to S525 mil- 
lion in 1998. the lowest 
level in four years. 

The bank, in its report, 
said much of this decline 
was due to the lower num- 
ber of shares issued by 
Israeli companies in New 
York following the market's 
decline early in the year. 

The tendency accelerated 
in August. September and 
October when foreign 
investors sold off some 
$300 million in holdings on 
the Tel Aviv Stock 
Exchange due to the finan- 
cial crises in Asia and Rus- 


Direct foreign investment 
in Israeli companies 
remained stable at SI. 4 bil- 
lion. 

Meanwhile, the Israeli 


Treasure's top official 
warned Monday he might 
recommend suspending par- 
Iiamentarv approval of the 
1999 draft budget if law- 
makers insert too many 
changes in it. 

“In this situation... it is 
likely I will recommend 
before the prime minister 
and finance minister. 
Benyamin Netanyahu, to 
consider the possibility of 
continuing to manage the 
Israeli economy over the 
next half year on the basis of 
the 199S budget” Treasury 
Director General Ben-Zion 
Zilberfarb said. 

Zilberfarb said he pre- 
ferred not to suspend the 
budget process but that he 
did not want to see it 
approved “at any price.” 

The government's 1999 
spending package, totalling 
some 215 billion shekels 
(S52.6 billion), has been 
held up in parliament since 
Netanyahu's governing 
coalition collapsed in 
December over the Wye 
River peace agreement with 
the Palestinians. 

Since the start of the year, 
the government has been 
operating under a legal pro- 
vision that allows the previ- 
ous year’s budget to remain 
in force. 

Israelis are set to vote in 
general elections on May 
17. In the meantime, legisla- 


tors inside the lame-duck 
coalition have been seeking 
to insert spending increases 
directed at their constituen- 
cies. 

Treasury Budget Director 
David Mtlgrom said Mon- 
day the extra spending pro- 
posals jeopardised this 
year's deficit target of 2.0 
per cent of gross domestic 
product. 

‘The 1999 budget will be 
forced to carry a line of 
unplanned expenses, includ- 
ing financing for parliamen- 
tary elections totalling some 
half billion shekels. 
Increased allocations for 
coalition agreements threat- 
en our ability to meet the 
budget framework.” Mil- 
grom said. 

On Sunday, the parliamen- 
tary finance committee 
failed to muster enough 
votes to clear the budget 
arrangements law for a 
plenum vote. The legislation 
is needed to put the budget 
into effect. 

Zilberfarb warned that if 
the extra expenditures were 
approved by parliament the 
new government would face 
a difficult dilemma after 
election day of either sad- 
dling the economy with the 
added burden or cancelling 
the added spending. 

“The economy will pay 
the price for unnecessary 
changes in policy.” he said. 


EU ministers reject call for 
early launch of euro cash 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
European Union (EU ) 

finance ministers Monday 
rebuffed a call from Bel- 
gium for the introduction of 
euro notes and coins to be 
brousht forward from Jan. 1 . 
2002: 

Belgian Finance Minister 
Jean-Jacques Viseur said the 
gap between the launch of 
the euro on financial mar- 
kets at the start of this month 
and the moment when notes 
and coins will be available 
to citizens had left the public 
confused and frustrated. 

“Understandably, citizens 
have difficulty understand- 
ing why they have to wait 
until 2002 to have toe euro 
in their pockets,” Viseur said 
at toe meeting with his EU 
counterparts here. 

“We should not be too 
timid in examining whether 
it is possible to bring for- 
ward toe introduction of the 
notes and coins.” he added. 

But toe idea found little 
enthusiasm among other EU 
countries and was declared 
“technically impossible” by 


European Central Bank 
(ECB) Governor Wim 
Duisenbere. 

EU Finance Commission- 
er Yves-Thibault de Silguy 
said a majority of ministers 
were opposed to changing 
the decision. 

His officials would cany 
out “one final check” of 
whether toe move to bring 
forward the introduction of 
euro cash was feasible. 

“We will do that very 
quickly but toe basic feeling 
was that it was not appropri- 
ate to change the agreed 
timetable, ' he said. 

De Silguy indicated that 
bringing forward toe intro- 
duction of notes and coins 
would create “significant 
logistical problems” and 
also undermine toe planning 
of large companies and pulv 
lie administrations who 
were counting on a Jan. 1. 
2002 date. 

“One of toe strong points 
of toe euro has been that the 
dates announced have 
always been respected.” 
French Finance Minister 


Dominique Strauss-Kahn 
said. 

Viseur said he saw no 
practical reason why the 
notes and coins could not be 
introduced on Ocl 1, 2001,- 
toree months earlier. 

Belgian Deputy Prime 
minister Elio di Rupo has 
called for toe introduction to 
be brought forward by a full , 
year. 

The commission has 
always been cool about pro- 
posals to bring toe launch 
date forward, arguing that 
toe full three years is likely 
to be needed to complete 
technical preparations 
including toe conversion of 
millions of cash registers 
and coin-operated machines. 

Central banks have also 
indicated that most of the 
three years will be necessary 
to complete toe production 
of toe 50 billion coins and 
30 billion notes needed. 

Britain — which is not in 
the euro zone — also cast 
doubt on whether early 
introduction would be feasi- 
ble. 


THE BETTER HALF 


Ru Clachornon 





another hearing 

25 Remaining 

26 Function 

27 Transform 
30 987-65-4321 

grp- 

33 Actress 



N. f BUS 
AT \ \5T0P 
»K7 S3" 


Andy Capp t 


35 Qlft movie 
37 Blood of gods 

39 Raw mineral 

40 Fountain orders 

41 Clift movie 

44 Sacred 
ceremony 

45 D.C.V1P 

46 Extreme 

48 Sister 

49 Island off 
Donegal 

50 Denver pro 
52 Soviet dictator 
55 Reject 

dsdaJnfidfy 

57 Russian ballet 
company 

58 Clift movie 

62 Silly 

63 Tightrope, e.g. 

64 Grain-field 
weed 

65 Sword choice 

66 Disagreeable 
responsibility 

67 Hades river 


By James E. Buell 
Fort Washington, MD 


DOWN 

1 Use an ax 

2 Inventor 
Whitney 

3 Saints' 


ballplayer 


5 Cast-iron pan 

6 Molten rock 

7 Haley or Trebek 

8 According to 

9 Cfift movie 

10 Insertion 
indicator 

11 Border 

12 River of Russia 

13 Farm 
enclosures 

18 Stand on hind 
legs 

21 French' soldier's 
cap 

22 Fiscal exams 

23 Lover of Eros 

24 Mate of a very 
showy bird 

25 Poorest, 
excusewise 

28 Navigational 
system 

29 Ed's intro of 
Johnny 

30 Section of track ■ 

31 ‘ of Liberty* 

32 Go-ahead 

34 Japanese 

drama 
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D000 D0I10Q 0QD0 
□□□a □□□□oncioHn 

□QEH200 OQQQQGiaS 

□□B PS □□□□□ ■ 

naanmo 00000 
0000 0HO D000H0 
0000000 000DD00 
000000 000 0OO0 
0000 0 BH000B ■ 
^^H0Q000 00000 
0H000000 000000 
0000000000 0000 
naan 00000 0000 
00P0 BQO00 0000 



' MIND KXIi > 
rtPHAVEBEEM 

A &rr upset 
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VOL) DfDNT > 




I m afraid to eat low-fat — I’ve seen 
what happens to my car when 
the oil gets too low!” 


yOU DfDNT 
WANT TP < 

usrw- ; 


Unscramble ihese four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to 
form four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argiritxi 


TOFLY 


tcnnas THuwlMi Satina Me. 
NlnamL 


36 ‘School 

Scandal* 

38 Cfift movie 

42 Persian Gulf 
country 

43 Head cavities 
47 Make weu 
49 Isolated 

51 Pesky insects 


52 Snow gliders 

53 Singer Turner 


54 Part of U-A.E 

55 Part of a leg 

56 Andes nation 

58 Couple 

59 Squeal 

60 Shed tears 

61 Magic spell 



n 
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GOBUM 



FLU1FT 


WHAT HAPPENED 
WHEN THE BOOS TER 
WA5 STOPPED 
FOR SPEEDING. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Ans: THE 


• (Answers tomorrow] 

Yesterday's Jumbles: PATlO HABIT RARITY EXPOSE 
Answer Pilots and cab drivers have this in ' : ‘ J 

common — AIRPORT TAXIS 
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of news from the Arabic Press 

Government will shortly amend new 
customs law to close gap on exemptions 


** /\N AMENDMENT will shortly be 
made to the new customs law in order to 
njve back to the Cabinet the authority to 
grant customs exemptions on some 
imports. Finance Minister Michel Mario 
said this week. He explained that tile can- 
cellation of the authority, given to the 
Council of Ministers under the old law, 
has created a gap which would have a 
negative effect on the Jordanian econo- 
mv and many productive sectors. 

; *A number of service and productive 
sectors which depend on importing pro- 
duction inputs from abroad have been 
negatively affected by the new law 
which, if not amended, will cause disrup- 
tions and losses to these sectors and 
reflect on all the national economy,” the 
minister said. He pointed out that the 
legal phrasing is currently being pre- 
pared to amend the new law and "that it 
will forwarded soon to the Council of 
Ministers. 

According to Nazmi A1 Abdallah, the 
director general of the Department of 
Customs, the problems which emerged 
as a result of implementing the new law 
will be studied to resolve and amend 
what is required to achieve the aim of die 
law.” The department will request that 
the main production inputs be specified 
for important industries, such as the 
pharmaceuticals, to include them in the 
tariff lists which are currently being pre- 
pared." Abdallah said. “They (inputs i 
will be studied to arrive at a decision 
whether they should be exempted or list- 
ed for customs duties.” he added. 

Abdallah said his department has for- 
warded to the Council of Ministers the 
regulations and instructions issued in 
accordance with the new customs law. 


He emphasised that comprehensive plans 
will be implemented this year 10 simplify 
and facilitate customs procedures. "The 
implementation of the new law will he 
accompanied by a comprehensive dele- 
gation of authority and an implementa- 
tion of 'selectivity regulations’ for clear- 
ing customs transactions.” Abdallah con- 
cluded. 

Commenting on the new customs law. 
Maher Mutaiqa. the president of the fed- 
eration grouping pharmaceutical produc- 
ers. said prices of medicines may rise by 
50 per cent if the conceiiation of exemp- 
tions continue. Noting that the pharma- 
ceutical industry could lace a difficult 
problem, he revealed that several memo- 
randa were sent to the concerned parties 
to rectify this issue. 

Matulqu pointed out that an agreement 
was reached with the Department of 
Customs to release medicines against a 
legal guarantee until a decision is 
reached on exempting production inputs 
from customs. He indicated that 16 phar- 
maceutical industries produce medicines 
valued at JD265 million annually noting 
that this industry ranks second after 
phosphate. "Pharmaceutical exports 
amount to JD160 million each year 
whereas the sales in the local market 
amount only to JD45 million.” Mataiqa 
said. 

He attributed the problem to overlook- 
ing the pharmaceutical industry and not 
taking it into consideration when the new 
law was formulated. “The exemption of 
industrial production inputs is a declared 
government policy." Mataiqa empha- 
sised stressing that this policy should 
continue ( AI Ra'i + Al Dustouri. 
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By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Sen-ices. Inc. 





ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Today s good for a meeting 
with Mends, where you decide to take strong action. Make 
sure you invite all the people who know what's going on. They 
have the facts. You have the enthusiasm. Together, you're a 
powerful team. Do something that will benefit others, as well 
as yourselves, while you're at iL That'll make it even more 
fun. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Someone in your life seems 
to know it all, or at least thinks so. You might be tired of this 
by now, but if you listen, you may discover a way to advance 
in your career. Just gather the iniormadon you need, so you 
can make your next choice sensibly. A compromise will be 
necessary, but don't worry. Ii'U be good for you in the long 
run. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 2) > Stretch those muscles today. 
Try something that’s way bigger than you’ve ever done before. 
Rim die marathon. Write the novel. Call up that person you 
haven’t spoken to in years and clean up that old misunder- 
standing. This is the kind of day you can get away with things. 
Don’t bold back. 

CANCER: {June 22 to July 22) Don’t forger to contact a dis- 
tant Mend today. Somebody has good news and is waiting to 
hear from you. Meanwhile, you and your partner still need to 
discuss an impending financial decision. You’ll be able to get 
the money you need over the next few weeks, most likely. II 
you’ve got something big in mind, this could be the rime to 
take the plunge. 

LEO: lJuly 23 to August 22) Follow your partner's sugges- 
tions again today, especially if money is involved. He or she 
has put in die time and effort to find the best deal. If you don t 
know who your partner may be in this .situation, its must like- 
ly someone with an analytical frame of mind. Buddy up with 
somebody like that, at least for today. 

VIRGO: (August 23 lo September 22) Technical matters again 
dominate your attention, and it may feel a little overwhelming.. 
I/istead of Dying to master everything at once, lake a little piece 
of it and commit that to memory. If you keep doing thai for long 
enough, you'll be an expert. That's the same way you can eat an 
riepham, by die way, one bite at a rime. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 23) If you've got a crush on 
somebody, take care. Your romantic interlude could get in die w ay 
of your gainful employment, and that could cause an embarrass- 
ing situation. Don't let the boss catch you making goo-goo eyes 
at each other at the water cooler. Keep your mind on business as 
much as possible, at least during working hours. 

SCORPIO (October 24 to November 21 ) You should be in 
Ok mood to fix things again tonight, and you 11 save yourself 
3 lot of money in the process. You might iso discover you re 
fascinated by figuring out how things work. The only problem 
you might put everything back together and -find a lew 
Pieces left oven Don't you just hate it when that happens . . 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Your nat- 
ural wisdom is more the lofty, esoteric kind. You don t gener- 
ally bother with practical matters, but today you could make 
® exception. Somebody's got to solve all the world s prob- 
lems. and why shouldn’t it be you? Seriously, an idea dial you 
come up with today really could generate more income, so 

^itsome thought- , 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 191 ^ oors 

of the teacher, but today you’ll also be the student. Wlwi 
Jon need to studv is finances. There are several wavs to 
kcome rich. Capricorn usually does it by taking on a 
Job- Since you’re more intelligent than usual today. I*™ps 
you’ll figure out that's not the only way to get nch. 0 0 L 1 
tty Q|||pp options 

AQUARIUS: (January 20 to February IS) Looks like there s 
^7 coming, possibly from a legacy-, or leg 

^mew. Don’t get flippant. You need to be ^ ,u l 
kw to handle the situation. Scarcity has one set P 1 ^ _• 

Sundance has another. Of the two, abundances is. ol course. 
Preferable. Today, focus on a plan to achieve and mamtun «. 
PISCES: (February 19 to March 20) Somebody -* burins 
you to follow through on correspondence you P ' ' 

You're not quite sure how to go about it, an _ - 

fcvent toe it yet, but its time .o handle 
fw *11. You have a quality about you tliaitnakesofter^ 
*W to do what you ak. Take heart and go after « hat you 
*am. 


Birthstone of January: Garnet — Rose Quartz 


Egypt sells 
cement 
factory to 
France’s 
Lafarge 

CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Egyptian government has 
approved the sale of a 
stale-owned cement com- 
pany to Lafarge of France 
for 1.8 billion pounds 
($382 million), officials 
have said. 

Under the terms of the 
deal Lafarge will also 
inject $120 million into 
Beni Sueif Cement to 
upgrade the factory and 
double production to 2.8 
million tonnes a year, a 
spokesman for the privati- 
sation board told AFP. 

Lafarge also agreed to 
pay the company's debts 
which are estimated at 900 
million pounds ($300 mil- 
lion). 

Beni Sueif Cement 
employs 730 employees 
and ranks eighth for the 
production and sale of 
cement in Egypt, which 
produces a total of 21 mil- 
lion tonnes of cement 
annually for the local mar- 
ket. 


Small U.S. 
oil producers 
face another 
rocky year 

NEW YORK <R) — 

America's smalt oil compa- 
nies. those still standing after 
one of the oil patch's rough- 
est years, shuuld brace lor 
even harder rimes in the 
months ahead, the chairman 
of a trade association has 
warned. 

“Fur a siiLili Oklahoma 
producer, there's no reason to 
think that (he situation is 
going |» gel heuenaiinT than 
worse." George Yales, chair- 
man of the Independent 
Petroleum Association of 
America (IPAAi. said in an 
interview. 

Indeed, oil anal) sis say the 
collapse in oil prices, vvliich 
has cheered consumers hut 
crashed the budgets of even 
l he nation's large si oil com- 
panies. is unlikely to he 
reversed any time soon. 

Tlte I PA A estimates that a 
year oi low oil prices lias cost 
the industry about 5t>.(H)U 
jobs, and predicts that it the 
market doesn't recover in the 
next 12 months, some 
500.000 barrels per Jay < bpd i 
of production from so-called 
marginal wells eoulJ he per- 
manently shut dow n. 

Whili* each niargin.il well 
produces less lhan 1 5 bpd by 
definition, taken together, 
ihey account lor about 1.3 
million bpd ol supply — or 
roughly as much oil as the 
U.S. imports daily from 
Saudi Arabia. 

And as those wells have 
become unprofitable — in 
most cases, oil prices need to 
rail over $15 a barrel to keep 
them in the black — count- 
less oil companies have been 
pushed to the brink of bank- 
ruptcy. 

For his pan. Yates said his 
privately held company, 
based in New Mexico, has no 
plans to drill any new oil well 
over the next 12 months. 

“We’ve really hunkered 
down.” said Yales, a third- 
generation oilman. “I've 
been in rite business since the 
late '60s. when vve were sell- 
ing crude oil for a little over 
$2 a barrel, which is .substan- 
tially more than we’re seeing 
today.” when adjusted for 
inflation. 

For smaller publicly traded 
oil companies, low oil prices 
have sent stock prices reel- 
ing. In ihc case of Snyder Oil 
Corp.. even a takeover by 
Santa Fc Energy Resources 
Ine. failed to win over 
investors. Shares of Fori 
Worth. Texas-based Snyder 
have fallen more lhan IU per 
cent since ii announced plans 
to be bought earlier ibis 
momh. 

To combat low prices, the 
IPAA has urged Congress to 
consider lax relief measures, 
and ealled on the U.S. 
Department of Energy to 
purchase at least 35 million 
barrels of oil for the nation’s 
emergency stockpile to pull 
excess supply oui of the mar- 
ket. 


British businesses top world 
surge in foreign investment 


LONDON (AFP) — 
British businesses 

lopped a surge of inter- 
national mergers and 
acquisitions in" 1998, up 
60 per cent on the prev i- 
ous year worldwide to 
5544 billion t469 bil- 
lion eurusj, according 
to a study by KPMC 
accountants ' released 
Monday. 

KPMti said the frenzy 
of cross-border invesj”- 
menis was the biggest 
in eight years of sur- 
veys. with only a lull 
during the August- 
Ociobcr emerging mar- 
ket crisis sparked by 
Russia’s financial inch- 
down. 

The total number of 
cross-border mergers, 
acquisitions and strate- 
gic investments fell 
ironi 5.775 u» 5.153. but 


this was compensated 
for by a “sharp increase 
in the average size of 
cross-border transac- 
tions.’' the survey said. 

For the first" time. 
British firms overtook 
U.S. companies as the 
most active, notching 
up S127.72 billion in 
foreign deals, up from 
532.62 billion in 1997. 

U.S. firms announced 
5124.76 billion worth of 
deals in the year. 

The main’ target for 
British companies was 
the United Slates, which 
attracted almusi 80 per 
cent of British foreign 
investments, including 
a 561 billion merger 
between BP and Amoco. 

Inward corporate 
investment into Britain 
rose to SS6.1I billion, 
up from S55.41 billion. 


making Britain easily 
the biggest target in 
Europe. 

Deals into the L’niled 
States, easily the most 
attractive target in the 
world, more” lhan tre- 
bled to 5201.18 billion 
from S64.29 billion. 

Asia, with the excep- 
tion of Japan, attracted 
far fewer international 
investors “as interna- 
tional companies shied 
away from its economic 
and financial prob- 
lems." K.P.MG said. 

Foreign acquisitions 
in China more lhan 
halved to 54.96 billion 
and fell 10 almost a third 
al S2.27 billion in Hong 
Kong. 

Japan saw growing 
investment because of 
“growing possibilities 
offered by corporate 


restructuring." KPMG 
said. Inward invest- 
ments rose to 56.91 bil- 
lion from SI. 05 billion. 

However. Japanese 
companies only invest- 
ed S7.24 billion abroad, 
down from 511.71 bil- 
lion. 

Central and eastern 
Europe were shunned, 
with foreign acquisi- 
tions in Russia almost 
halved in Russia to 
52.29 billion. 

In Latin America, 
Brazil confirmed “its 
status as the region’s 
biggest target for 
fori eg n buyers, with a 
doubling of inward 
acquisitions to 524.61 
billion." 


Vodafone 

wins 

AirTouch 
for $66. 5b 

LONDON (Ri — British 
mobile phone company 
Vodafone Group has won the 
battle to buy U.S. wireless 
giant AirTouch 

Communications Ine in a 
$Wj.5 billion deal that will 
create a global telecoms pow- 
erhouse. 

Die new Vodafone 
AirTouch Pie will have a 
combined market value of 
about $110 billiun. making it 
the third largest publicly-trad- 
ed company in Britain with 
more than 23 million cus- 
tomers around the world. 

Linder the terms of the deal. 
Vodafone is offering to pay 
AirTouch shareholders about 
$97 per share, consisting of 
five Vodafone ordinary shares 
I equivalent to 0.5 Vodafone 
American Depositary 

Receipts i and S9 in cash. 

That would put the total 
cash and stock value of the 
deal al $62 billion, based on 
AirToueh’s fulfv-diluicd 

share capital of 638 million 
shares, a source close to the 
talks said. 

Including assumed debt of 
about S4.5 billion, the total 
value is $66.5 billion, making 
the transatlantic deal the 
largest cross-border merger to 
date. 

The deal also includes j 
$1.0 billiun break-up fee 
payable to Vodafone should 
any rivals irv to wreck the 
deal. 

Fur accounting purposes, 
the merger is being structured 
as an acquisition, a move like- 
ly to hit Vodafone's earnings 
in the short term as the com- 
pany writes off goodwill 
against profits. 


Nissan auto is forced to 
shop for merger to survive 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Nissan Motor Co. Ltd. 
of Japan, struegling 
under the weight of 
staggering debts and 
poor sales, desperately 
needs a merger partner 
to survive, analysts said 
Monday. 

The p’riee of shares in 
Nissan climbed on the 
Tokyo stock market 
Monday after the com- 
pany had said that it 
would consider offers 
from Renault SA. 
DaimlerChrysler AG 
and Ford Motor Co. 

"Nissan has terrible 
fundamentals and does- 
n't really seem to be 
doing the right stuff in 
terms of restructuring.” 
a senior analyst "at 
Schroders Japan", Koji 
Endo, said. "Without 
any help from outside I 
don't think Nissan 
could survive." 

Nissan’s stock rose by 
19 yen, or 4.8 per cent, 
to close ul 416 

yen (S3.70). 

Nissan, the second- 
biggest Japanese auto 
maker, has now seen its 
share price crumble 
75.5 per cent from a 
record high in 19S9. and 
would provide a foreign 
car mater with a tempt- 
ingly cheap entry' into 
the Japanese and Asian 
markets. 

A deal could come as 
early as this week, since 
DaimlerChrysler’s 
chairmen, Robert Eaton 
and Juergen Schrempp, 
are expected to meet 
Nissan officials in 
Tokyo in the coming 
days. 

£ndo said that a deal 
with DaimlerChrysler 


was the most likely 
result. The two firms 
are already in talks 
about Nissan’s truck 
affiliate Nissan Diesel 
Motor Co. Ltd. 

“The best candidate is 
still DaimlerChrysler. 
Nissan is keen on play- 
ing a same with 
DaimlerChrysler by 
susaesting ’that it is 
talking to other names 
to gef a belter deal," he 
said. 

He sees Nissan’s pas- 
senger car range in the 
United States fitting 
well with Chrysler’s 
light trucks and mini- 
vans. In Europe, where 
Nissan is not strong, 
again its passenger cars 
would fit ~ with 
Daimler's operations, 
he said. 

In its home market 
Nissan offers a door to 
the potential of a recov- 
ering Asian market, 
even though its opera- 
tions there are not as 
strong as its Japanese 
rivals. 

“In the next five to 10 
years Asia is probably 
going to be the fastest 
arowinu car market in 
the world." Endo said. 

A tie-up with one of 
the big Western car 
makers would cause 
another major shake-up 
in the global auto indus- 
try. which is plagued 
with poor profits ^ and 
over-capacity. 

But any foreign buyer 
looking to take a stake 
in Nissan would face a 
number of problems, 
not least a huge total 
debt estimated bv 
Schroders at 2,700 bif- 
lion ven <524 billion). 


Nissan is taking a 
rough ride, falling into 
the red in the six months 
to September, with a 
parent net loss of 32.5 
billion yen. 

Most Japanese ear 
makers have struggled 
in the past year, hiF by 
falling exports to Asia 
and ~a collapse in 
demand at home 
brought on by the coun- 
try’s worst post-war 
recession. 

Even the giant Toyota 
Motor Corp. has admit- 
ted it is only just above 
the water in its home 
market, where it holds a 
40 per cent stake. 

“I think every' manu- 
facturer is considering 
some kind of consolida- 
tion," said a senior offi- 
cial at Mitsubishi 
Motors Corp. In Japan 
we have so many car 
manufacturers in’ one 
country it is quite 
unique*. Everyone is 
going to work on a 
reduction of platform 
numbers." 

Mitsubishi itself has 
been the subject of 
merger rumours and has 
worked hard to share its 
technology, particularly 
on greener engines, 
with other car makers. 

“We arc seeking many 
kinds of possibilities. 
we are working with 
many manufacturers, 
maybe sometime we 
could have some kind of 
agreement." the official 
said.’There are many 
kinds of merger possi- 
bilities but I would pre- 
fer us to be indepen- 
dent." 
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Australian Open just avoids 


Black Monday 



Germany's Alike Haber makes a return to Irina Spirlea of Romania during their first 
round match IS January at the 1999 Australian Open in Melbourne. Huber defeated 
Spirlea 7-5, 6-4 (AFP Photo) 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Australian Open top seed 
Murcelo Rios and hard-hit- 
ting Goran Ivanisevic failed 
to make it out of die casual- 
ty ward on Monday turning 
the mens contest into a lot- 
tery. 


Three seeded players went 
out in the first three hours 
and two others — American 
Venus Williams and 
Spaniard Alex Corretja — 
Fought back from the brink. 

If Japanese wildcard 
Takao Suzuki had held his 


nerve and his serve, in the 
ninth game of the fourth set. 
against No. 2 seed Corretja, 
the men’s contest would 
have lost the world’s top 
three players on the first 
day. 

Rios, the World No. 2 


from Chile and last year’s 
losing finalist, and Croatian 
11th seed Ivanesivic. run- 
ner-up three-times at 
Wimbledon, both cited back 
problems. Rios has a stress 
fracture. 

World No. 1 Pete Sampras 


had already decided he was 
too tired to tackle two 
weeks in the Melbourne 
heat. 

Corretja proved his tough- 
ness by hanging on for the 
sort of win future champi- 
ons look back on as a turn- 
ing point. 

And Pat Rafter reopened 
wounds over the Petr Korda 
drug controversy, saying the 
Czech should not be 
allowed to play at the Open 
after his positive steroids 
test at last year's 
Wimbledon. 

Williams, beaten by a 
resurgent Steffi Graf in 
Sydney last week, was 
given a torrid examination 
bv Croatia's Siivija Talaja 
before the American fifth 
seed prevailed over the 
World No. 82 in a 150- 
minute slog in the heat. 

'Today was an all-time 
low for the last two weeks, 
bui there's always a chance 
to go up. When you're at 
your lowest, you can defi- 
nitely go up.” said Williams, 
who will play Sweden's Asa 
Carlsson in the second 
round. 

Corretja was made to 
squirm in a five-set dogfight 
with Sukuzi. who was play- 
ing in his first Grand Slam 
tournament. • 

A monumental upset was 
on the cards before Corretja 
levelled the match with a 
tiebreaker in the hour-long 
fourth set. 

Tt wasn’t much fun out 
there today, but it's still nice 
to keep winning even if it 
was so tough and you are 
dose to losing, I wasn't 
playing my best.” said 
Corretja. 

The Spaniard, a losing 
French Open finalist Iasi 
year, typified the stuff 
champions are made of. 

“Even when you’re los- 
ing, you keep Vying and 
keep trusting yourself." he 
said. 


That could not be said of 
Romanian 13th seed Irina 
Spirlea who went tamely 
out to Alike Huber of 
Germany, a semi -finalist 
here last year but unseeded 
this time. 

T lost to her a few weeks 
ago. so I wasn't sure about 
todays match." said Huber. 
“I won all our previous 
matches, but 1 think she did- 
n't feel great today, she real- 
ly didn't ny hard." 

Thomas Johansson of 
Sweden, the men's 16th 
seed, must also have won- 
dered what happened. He 
went from 2-1 up to lose a 
tie-break 7/4 and the las; set 
to love against Nicolas 
Lapenni of Ecuador. 

Ivanisevic's early depar- 
ture gave British sixth seed 


Tim Henman an extra rea- 
son to smile after he swept 
aside Morocco’s Karim 
Alami in straight sets in just 
79 minutes. 

He had been drawn to play 
Ivanisevic in a possible 
fourth round encounter. 

Henman put aside the 
memories of last year's 
humiliation of losing to 
French qualifier Jerome 
Golmard in the opening 
round to hammer the hap- 
less Alami. 

Women's top seed 
Lindsay Davenport cruised 
through against Spain's 
Gala Leon Garcia and said 
the World No 1 ranking had 
put no added pressure on 
her. 

"I never expected to get to 
No. I and I don't think too 


many people did. So for me, 
it is almost like the icing on 
the cake," she said. 

Wimbledon champion 
Jana Novotna, in her first 
appearance in ihree years, 
strode through the first 
round, beating Anne-Gaeile 
Sidot of France in straight 
sets. 

And local favourite Mali 
Philippousis steamed 
through in similar fashion 
against Geoff Grant of the 
United States, winning 6-3. 
6-4. 6-3. 

But for a few anxious 
moments on Monday the 
Australian Open organisers 
must have wondered if they 
would have any cake -at all 
as the grim reaper hovered 
over Melbourne Park. 



Australia's Pat Rafter finesses a shot over the net to Oliver Gross of Germany during their first round match at the 1999 
Australian Open 18 January. Rafter defeated Gross 6-2, 6-4, 6-3 (AFP photo) 
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apriati fighting hard 
n the comeback trail 


MELBOURNE. Australia 
(AFi — Jennifer Capriari is 
nri.ing a habit of digging her- 
self out of holes. 

Trying to resurrect a career 
leu in tarter* by drug and 
shoplifting charges six years 
ego. the 20-yeur-old former 
World No.6 won a hard-fought 
victory Monday in the Fust 
round of the Australian Open 
agninst Australian Evie 
Dominikovie. 

After being forced to prove 
herself in qualify ing rounds in 
Sydney last week. Capriati bat- 
tled for her 5-7. 6-3. S-6 win 
over Dominikovic. ranked 211. 

"I'm still hanging in there 
and really just trying — I’m 
very happy I won today." said 
Capriati, nursing a lingering 
rotator cuft" injury with an 
icepack. 

“i haven't pu JJed out a match 
like that in a long time, and it 
has always been that I've been 
the loser." she said. "After a 
while it just brings you so 
down. You just have to keep 
fighting. This time l just gave 
all I've got. I'm happy that I 
ft night, and even when 1 got 
myself in the holes. I was able 
to get myself out." 

Capriati. 22. from Wesley - 
Chapel. Florida, was a set and 
3-0 down to Dominikovic 
before rallying. 

Dominikovic served for the 
match at 6-5 in the third ser but 
at 15-15 produced two costly 
double faults to enable the 
American, now ranked 101. to 
break back. 

Capriati last won a tourna- 
ment in Sydney in 1993. before 
her career was dragged down 
by drug and shoplifting 
charges. 



Jennifer Capriati 

The 1991 Wimbledon and 
LkS. Open semifinalist and 
1992 Olympic champion was 
arrested on drug charges in 
1994 and went into rehabilita- 
tion. 

She put down the racket for 
one year, nine months, four- 
weeks. She says she is a 
stronger person since her fall, 
and feels bolstered by- 
Monday’s win. 

Tm pretty hungry." she 
said. ‘7 think this match does a 
loi for me.” 

Capriati has forged a friend- 
ship with veteran German 
Steffi Graf, a winner of 2! 
Grand Slam titles who, late in 


her career, is keeping watch 
over the youngster. 

*7 know she's going through 
a hard time with her injuries 
and trying to come back but we 
are just there, always support- 
ing each other," Capriati said. 

Graf said she was trying “to 
be there” for Capriati. 

‘It sounds strange, but with 
Jennifer we have some kind of 
connection,” said Graf. *7 think 
she has so much talent and I 
like her as a person." 

Dominikovic, 18. was disap- 
pointed at missing a chance to 
progress beyond the first round 
of a major for the first time. 


Cash disclosures threaten shaky Scud-Newcombe Gup truce 


MELBOURNE. Aust- 
ralia (AFPf — Former 
Wimbledon champion 
Pat Cash threatened to 
break the shaky truce in 
the Australian Davis 
Cup team camp on 
Monday when he 
claimed Mark 

Philippoussis despised 
captain John 

Newcombe. 

Tennis Australia was 
hoping the upheavals of 
last year would be over- 
come when 

Philippoussis agreed to 
return to the Cup team, 
albeit initially only for 
the first round tie against 
Zimbabwe in Harare in 
April. 

But Cash, a part-time 
coach to Philippoussis, 
reopened the wounds 
with an attack on 
Newcombe in a televi- 
sion interview Monday. 

Cash said 

Philippoussis had no 
respect for Newcombe 
and he believed 
Newcombe did not 
respect last year's beat- 
en U.S. Open finalist. 

‘7 think it takes a lot of 
guts for a guy like Mark 
to go to Zimbabwe, go 
away from home, and be 
sitting down on the court 
with a captain who 
clearly doesn't respect 
him and he doesn't 
respect the captain.” 
said the 19S7 
Wimbledon champion. 

“But he's going to put 
all that aside, do the 
training, do the work 
that’s asked of him and 
sit down on the court 
and win for your country 
when you despise the 


person next to you." 

Philippoussis has made 
it clear he has not made 
peace with Newcombe 
and Cup coach Tony 
Roche on a personal 
level. 

He was recently quot- 
ed in a magazine article 
as saying of the Cup tie: 
“We get on the court, 
play the match, we win 
and I leave. I’ve got 
nothing to do with 
Newcombe and I've got 
nothing to do with 
Roche.” 

Philippoussis angered 
his former Cup team- 
mates last April when he 
arrived to watch the first 
round loss to Zimbabwe 
in Mildura, having 
already declined to play 
due to what he consid- 
ered lack of support 
from Newcombe and 
Roche. 

Newcombe has made 
several attempts to heal 
the rift. But 
Philippoussis perceived 
a slight when Roche sat 
with fellow Australian 
Pat Rafter's support 
group in their U.S. Open 
final last September. 

Philippoussis won his 
opening round 

Australian Open match 
against American Geoff 
Grant in straight sets late 
Monday. 



Mark Philippoussis of Australia stretches for a return to Geoff Grant of the U.S. during 

f 16 Australian Open in Melbourne 18 January. Philippoussis is lead- 
ing 6-3, 3-1 with play continuing (AFP photo) J 
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Powerful South Korean IOC 
official denies misconduct 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
_ A powerful South 
Korean member of the IOC 
executive board on Monday 
denied any wrongdoing in 
connection with the Salt 
Lake City bribery scandal. 

Khn Un-Yong confirmed 
he had received a letter 
demanding explanations 
from IOC officials investi- 
gating allegations of mis- 
conduct by IOC members 
during Salt Lake's bid for 
ihe Winter Games. 

Kim. 67, claimed that 
allegations against him 
were an attempt to defame 
him. 

-] did not do anything that 
1 should be ashamed of." he 
mid reporters. "I don't even 
feel it necessary to com- 
ment on it, because I have 
absolutely nothing to do 
with the scandal. 

-I already clarified my 
case and this will be cleared 
up in the IOC’s executive 
board meeting on Jan 24." 
The IOC is investigating 
reports of cash payments, 
extravagant gifts and other 
favors to some of its mem- 
bers in exchange for votes 
leading to the selection of 
Salt Lake City as host of the 
2002 Winter Games. 

Kim is the biggest name 
among the 13 International 
Olympic Committee mem- 
bers linked to the scandal. 


He is pari of the JOC’.s pow- 
erful inner circle and con- 
sidered a possible candidate 
to succeed Juan Antonio 
Samaranch as president. 

Sport Intern, a Gen nan- 
based newsletter specializ- 
ing in Olympic news, said 
Kim was implicated in a 
"minor offense" and was 
unlikely to face expulsion 
or other punishment from 
the IOC. 

Samaranch told The 
Associated Press last week 
that 13 IOC members had 
been implicated in the Salt 
Lake investigation. 

He said nine had been 
accused of “serious" mis- 
conduct which could result 
in expulsions, while four 
others were cited for minor 
violations. 

Kim said he was asked by 
the IOC to clarify his 191)1 
assistance in helping a 
Russian teen-age student 
enroll in a U.S. school at the 
request of Russian IOC 
member Vitaly Smirnov. 

"It was simply an effort to 
help a friend." Kirn said. 

"Considering a difficult 
situation in Russia in 1991 
after the former Soviet 
Union collapsed. I intro- 
duced the student to former 
Salt Lake Olympics chief 
Tom Welch. 1 did not 
receive any money or gift in 
return.” Other details of the 


arrangement were not 
revealed. 

At the lime. Salt Lake was 
bidding fur the 1998 Winter 
Games, which awarded in 
1991 to Nagano, Japan. In 
1995. Salt Lake won the 
right to stage the 2002 
Games. 

Smirnov confirmed 
Monday that he also had 
received notification from 
the IOC that he was under 
investigation. He said lie 
was asked for explanations 
regarding his request lor 
free medical treatment of a 
Russian hockey player and 
for receiving a hunting rifle 
as a gift during a trip to Salt 
Lake. 

He denied any wrongdo- 
ing. 

Kim. an IOC member 
since 1986. has emerged as 
among the four most power- 
ful figures on the commit- 
tee. He’s been a constant on 
the executive board since 
19SS, was a vice president 
from 1992-96 and is chair- 
man of the radio and televi- 
sion commission. 

Kim was a key figure in 
the running of the 1988 
Seoul Olympics. He is pres- 
ident of the South Korean 
Olympic Committee, the 
World Taekwondo 

Federation and the General 
Assembly of International 
Sports Federations. 


Frolander double winner 
on opening night 


HOBART, Australia (AP) 
— Sweden’s Lars 

Frolander beat world 

champion Michael Klim 
of Australia twice on 
Monday night to take a 
pair of gold medals at the 
World Cup short-course 
swim meet. 

Frolander led all the way 
to win the 100-metre 
freestyle convincingly in 
48:32 seconds. Klim, 

whose 49.62 wax slower 
than his heat time, was 
fourth. 

hi.the 50-raetre butter- 
fly. Klim finished third 
behind Frolander. 

; Susie O'Neill of 
Australia took the 200- 
ntetre freestyle after trail- 
u^slightly for most of the 
race, but finished too 
strongly in 1:58.70 in 


front of a trio of Swedes 
led by Josefin Lillhage. 

South Africa’s Olympic 
champion Penny Heyns 
maintained her superiority 
over Australia's Samantha 
Riley in the 100-meter 
breaststroke, bolding off 
the fast-finishing 

Australian to win in 
1:07.59. 

The South African said 
she went out a bit harder 
Monday and felt it in the 
final 25 metres. 

"I expected Sam would 
be right there at the end, 
just like she was in 
Sydney." Heyns said. 

Australian Matthew 
Dunn continued his domi- 
nance of the 44)0-metre 
medley. although he 
trailed Germany's 

Christian Keller at ihe 


halfway mark. But he 
poured on the pressure on 
the breaststroke leg and 
won easily in 4:12.43. 

World record holder 
Jenny Thompson of the 
United States continued 
her dominance of the 50- 
metre butterfly despite 
admitting to tiring 
towards the end. 

Thompson, winner of 
five gold medals in the 
Sydney meet, went out 
fast but held off Johanna 
Sjoberg of Sweden and 
O’Neill to win in 58.00. 

Later, she finished sec- 
ond behind Katrin 
Meissner of Germany in 
the 1 00- metre freestyle. 


Fiorentina crowned ‘Winter Champions’ 


MILAN (AFP) — 
Fiorentina were crowned 
Italy's "Winter 

Champions" Sunday night 
— but celebrations were 
marred by vet another 
superb performance from 
their emerging title rivals 
Lazio. 

Gabriel Batistuta hugged 
a hat-trick as Fiorentina 
rallied to beat 10-man 
Cagliari 4-2 in the after- 
noon. while Parma’s 
chances ol finishing lop on 
goal difference evaporated 
when Lazio beat them 3-1 a 
lew hours later. 

Sunday ended with 
Fiorentina lop on 35 points 
and Parnta and Lu/.io joint 
second on 32 — two points 
ahead of AC Milan. 

The unofficial winter title 
is awarded after 17 of the 
34 matches in the season 
and statistics show that 
“Winter Champions'’ have 
a 68 per cent chance of 
winning ihe league title the 
following spring. 

However, Lazio Jo ok an 
even heller bet for the title 
after their convincing first 
ever win at Parma, their 
sixth consecutive victory 
coming a week after 
demolishing Fiorentina 2-0 
at ihe Olympic stadium. 

And Fiore ntiua's victory 
was not as impressive as 
ihe scoreline in Florence 
might suggest. 

They were trailing 2-1 
before volatile Brazilian 
Edmundo hit an equaliser 
and Batistuta brought up 
his hat-trick, taking his 
extraordinary goalscoring 
record this season to 17 in 
17 matches. 

It also preserved 
Fiorentina's immaculate 
home record vviih nine wins 
from nine games, albeit 
after a near upset. 

Fiorentina coach 

Giovanni Trapattoni said: 
"1 wasn’t frightened of los- 
ing. but of missing a greal 
opportunity. 

"I would have been dis- 
appointed about missing 
out on thal title," he said. 
"For the football we’ve 
played ihese last few 
months, we deserved it. 

"We might not be an 
orchestra, but the music 
which is coming out is cer- 
tainly enjoyable," he said. 

Lazio’s unstoppable form 
.is mainly due to the recent 
return from long-term 
injury of defensive lynch- 
pin Alessandro Nesta and 
striker Christian Vieri. who 
has scored in all three 
matches since coming back 
on January 6. 
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Fiorentina's Belgian, Luis Oliveira (LI. chases the ball with Roma's Brazilian, Aldairdo 
Nascimento, in an Italian League in Rome 01 March. Roma won, 4-1 (AFP photo) 

Lazio coach Sven Goran 
Eriksson said: "The team 
arc doing really well. 

"It was hard* in the first 
half, but we got the better 
of Parma in the second and 
we deserved to win. 

Perhaps not 3-1. but we did 
deserve it. 

"Now we’ve got nearly 
all our team players avail- 
able and its a different 
thing." said the Swede. 

Parma coach Alberto 
Malesani was meanwhile 
sporting in defeat. 

"We knew we’d be play- 
ing the most in-form team 
in the league.” he said. 

"Unfortunately, football is 
sometimes decided by the 
odd episode. But it was a 
Fair enough result, they 
defended well and were 
very dangerous on the 
break." 

Giuseppe Signori brought 
high-flying filler Milan 


crashing down to earth by 
scoring one and making the 
other in a 2-0 victory for 
Bologna. 

It was a biller disappoint- 
ment for Inters much- 
vaunted strike trio of 
Roberto Baggio, Ronaldo 
and Ivan Zamorano. who 
had scored six goals 
between them the previous 
weekend. 

Inter president Massimo 
Moratti ventured: "Perhaps 
the attacking trio makes the 
midfield suffer too much in 
an away game." 

Coach Mircea Lucescu 
agreed: "He’s right. 

Attacking with three strik- 
ers is a good move if yoL 
are able to score early. Bui 
if you don’t make a good 
start, and if you even find 
yourself a goal down, it 
causes problems. " 

But both men insisted 
that inter are not out of the 


title running yet. 

“Eight points are too 
many to make up only if we 
play like we did in the sec- 
ond half here today," said 
Moratti. 

Fighting broke out as 
rival fans clashed before 
Venezia’s !-] home draw 
with struggling champions 
Juventus. who arc now lan- 
guishing mid-table. 
w Police had to intervene 
after a coach full of 
Juventus fans arrived in the 
home team supporters’ car 
park, instead of (he one 
specially set aside for visit- 
ing fans. ANSA news 
agency reported. 

Venezia, who are rock 
bottom of the Serie A. took 
a shock fifth minute lead 
through Francesco Pedone. 

Juventus had to wait until 
the 53rd minute for 
Uruguayan Daniel 

Fonseca's equaliser — a 


draw which only confirms 
a widespread belief that 
this is not going to be 
Juventus' season. 

Coach Marcello Lippi, 
who is widely expected to 
replace Lucescu at Inter 
next summer, admitted: 
"We weren’t very lucid in 
the first half and we didn't 
do much up front. Thai’s 
why I brought forward 
Esnaider’s debut. 

"He's only been with us 
since yesterday but he's 
already shown some good 
things and helped Fonseca 
to equalise. From that point 
onwards, we played better 
football and went looking 
for a w in. 

"And that’s what we aim 
to do front now on." 

AC Milan ended a run of 
three draws with a 2-1 vic- 
tory over a Perugia side 
whu’d needed taxis to get 
to the San Siro stadium 
after tyres in their team 
coach were punctured by 
v andals. 

Argentinian Andres' 
Guglielminpietro notched 
his first goal for the club 
since joining last summer 
and German Oliver 
Bierhoff headed the other 
before Perugia’s Japanese 
play maker Hidetoshi 

Nakata convened a 90th- 
minute penalty. 

The spot-kick was fol- 
lowed by a sending-off for 
Milan goal keeper 

Sebastiano Rossi for a 
pointless, ugly foul on 
Perugia striker Crisiian 
Bucchi. 

Milan coach Alberto 
Zacceroni said: "We had a 
good first half, attacking 
well boLh down the middle 
and from the wings. The 
whole team moved well. 

"Unfortunately, we failed 
to exploit all the chances 
we created and in the sec- 
ond half we just concentrat- 
ed on defending the result... 
in the last half hour we 
were playing in slippers not 
football boots.” 

AS Roma had no such 
trouble beating Vicenza 3-0 
at the Olympic stadium. 
Eusebio Di Francesco. 
Marco Delvecchio and 
Carmine Gautieri African 
ace Phil Masinga opened 
the scoring as Bari headed 
for a 3- 1 victory over 
David Plan's ailing 
Sampdoria. 

Salemitana drew 1-1 with 
Piacenza, with both sides 
having a man sent off in the 
81st minute for a mutual 
kicking session. and 
Udinese drew 0-0 vviih 
Empoli. 
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Sainz hopes early exit is an omen 


e ** 


MONTE CARLO (AFP) 
^Double world cham- 
J»bi i Carlos Sainz 
tgHieves his opening 
fgeeial stage exit in the 
feite Carlo Rally here 
wpfronday could herald 
^fevorld championship- 
season. 

*£b>_ Spaniard was 
cfSght ’. out by the 
teicherous Alpine ice 
af&rain on the very first 
c#ner of the stage*. 
»5ainz, who has won in 
M&fire Carlo three times 
Putting last year, man- 
'll; to get back onto 
■ road. 

fttt, just five miles 
Toyota again 
T in the French 
this time bring- 
end to his victory 
- in the first rally of 
the World 

Championship. 

"Despite his disappoint- 
ment, he believes the 
P°pr stan to the cam- 
paign could be a bless- 
ln g in disguise. 

Sain2 said: "It’s not 
best way to start the 
season and T am really 
disappointed. On the 
hand. I am reas- 
sured by the fact that 
j-ach time I have won at 
Monte Carlo, I have not 
become world chantpi- 
0l j _ Perhaps this exit is 
telling me I have a bet- 
ter chance of winning 
world title this sea- 
son. 

The conditions were 
terrible. There was ice 
everywhere and we 

aamaged the front of the 
car - Fortunately we 

Cou W carry on despite 



World Champion Tommi Makinen and his co-driver Risto Mannisenmaki 
Sate am in 3 Mitsubishi Lancer during the special 31.15 km-stage of the 67th 
Monte-Carlo Rally Monday January IS, 1999. (AP photo) 


the damage. 

“However, the hood 
flew up and, because we 
could nor see anything, 
we hit a patch ol ice and 
spun off. We were too 
far off the road to 
restart" 

Former world rally 
champion Colin McRae 
made a steady start on 
his debut for Ford, fin- 
ishing the stage — ihe 
longest in the rally — in 
10th place. 

McRae, racing under 
appeal while the dispute 
over the legality of the 
new Ford Focus is 
decided, clocked 37mm 
56.4secs on the stage. 


But the time was still 
nearly three-and-a-hal f 
minutes down on 
Tommi Makinen, who 
launched the defence of 
his world crown in 
impressive style. 

Makinen, bidding fora 
fourth successive tillc, 
clocked 34:36.4 in his 
Mitsubishi — nearly 
38secs quicker than sec- 
ond placed Gilles 
Panizzi. 

The Finn could not 
have wished for a belter 
start, with Sainz — 
expected to be his chief 
rival for the world 
championship — going 
out i>o early. 


The Toyota team 
quickly revealed that 
Sainz had damaged the 
front of the car in the 
first crash, which caused 
the bonnet to fly up later 
and send him crashing 
out. 

Britain’s Richard 
Burns also had a early 
seare as he went off the 
asphalt road, which was 
almost completely cov- 
ered in ice. 

But Burns, in his first 
outing for Subaru since 
replacing McRae, man- 
aged to keep going to 
finish the first stage in 
12th place. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Jockey killed in South African race 

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (.AP) — A jockey died 
of severe' head injuries when his horse somersaulted over 
him 50 metres (yards) from the finish line, a newspaper 
said Monday. Jockey Craig Magua. 36. died after the acci- 
dent Sunday at Gosfonh Park. Magua’s mount 33-1 
Whistling Nun. stumbled and fell for no apparent reason. 
The Star of Johannesburg reported. Magua is the first jock- 
ey in more than 40 years to die from injuries sustained in a 
race in South Africa, the SAPA news agency said. 

Argentinian injured in race mishap 

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) — Argentinian sailor 
Hector Romero fractured his leg Monday when his boat 
capsized in a wind squall during the Laser Master world 
championship on Port Phillip Bay. Romero, at 76 the 
oldest competitor in the fleet, was one of five sailors who 
got into difficulties as the squall capsised more than 50 
of the single-headed dinghies during the last race of the 
day. Romero was taken to a local hospital where he was 
reported in good condition. In Monday’s first race. 
Britain’s Mark Littlejohn scored his third successive win 
in the Apprentice Master Division (35-44 year age 
group) while Australian Jack Schlaehter sailed to the 
fead in the Masters Division (45-54). In the opening 
round-rohin of match-racing for the Soling class. 
American skipper Jell Madriguli and his crew came 
through unbeaten with seven straight wins. 

Former AC Milan player Savicevic 
rejoins Red Star 

BELGRADE. Yugoslavia (AP) — Former AC Milan star 
Dejan Savicevic signed a six-month contract Monday with 
his old club. Red Star Belgrade. Savicevic, 32, had played a 
major role in AC Milan's European Champions Cup and 
other Italian league titles since 1992. He was known as ihe 
"genius" by AC Milan fans in Italy. But the skillful mid- 
fielder's career lately has been plagued by injuries. At last 
year's World Cup in France, Savicevic played only two 
lackluster games for Yugoslavia. After the tournament. 
Savicevic could not find a foreign contract. The 
Montenegrin played for Red Star between 1986 and 1991 
and was part of the team when it won the European 
Champions Cup in 1991, beating Olimpique Marseilles in 
ihe finals in Bari. Italy, on penalty kicks. Savicevic’s deci- 
sion to sign with Red Star and play in the Yugoslav league 
was likely based on his desire to play for a Yugoslav team 
and find another foreign contract later this year or next year. 


Politicians adopt 
anti-doping code 

BONN (AFP) — The Ministers of the 15 European 
Union member-states have adopted on Monday a joint 
eight-point programme against doping in sport after 
meeting in the Bonn suburb of Bud Godesberg. 

This first informal meeting of the Ministers of Sport, 
working to guidelines from the Vienna summit held in 
December, adopted a common position ahead ot the 
world doping conference to be held in Lausanne from 
February 2-4. 

The meeting called for a European Union-level offen- 
sive against doping, the harmonisation and coordina- 
tion of national measures and basic global standards. 

The declaration says the International Olympic 
Committee t IOC > has a particular res ponsabi lily to lead 
the fight against doping and demanded that the IOC’s 
planned anti-doping agency should be independent and 
open. 

The European Union called for a system of sanctions 
against guilty competitors and also said that, when 
sport governing bodies failed to act decisively, that the 
onus was on the state to take action. 

Ministers hope to hold another meeting before the 
Lausanne conference and will meet in Germany Irom 
May 31 to June 2 to put the finishing touches to an anti- 
doping package. 


Jordan Times E-mail Address: 
jotimes @ go.com. jo 
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FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Foreigners only 

Family-size flat. Consists of 3 bedrooms, salons, 
maid's room, parking, central heating, small 
yard, garden & nice kitchen. 

Furnished apartment. Consists of 2 bedrooms, 
bathroom, kitchenette. Ideal for single or couple. 
Location: Behind the British embassy, attached to the 
Lebanese embassy. 

For more information call: 5680799, Amman. 
















